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F = _ The TESTAMENT and COMPLAINT 


Of our Sovereign Lord King JAMES the Fifth hi 
' _PAPINGO, lying fore wounded, and may nc 
; die, till every man have heard what ſhe ſays. Where 
| fore gentle Readers haſte you, that ſhe may be py 
3 out of pain. Compiled by Sir DAVID LINDSA 
tf the Mount, e, Lian King of Arms. 
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I ＋ LTH OU GH I had engine angelical, 
1 With ſapience more than Solomonical, 
I wot not what matter put in memory s 
The poets old in ſtile heroical, 
In brief and ſubtile terms rhetorical, 
Of every matter, tragedy and ſtory, x. 
* Sd ornately to their high laud and glory, _ 4 


Have done infinite, whoſe ſupream ſapience 7 
Tranſcendeth far my dull intelligence. 4 

= Of poets now into our vulgar tongue, - W 
a For why, the bell of rhetorick been rung Ge 
- By Chaucher, Gower, Ligat Jlaureat, | . 
Who dare preſume theſe poets to impugn, 

_ Whoſe ſweet ſentence thro? Albion been ſung ? 1 

Or who can now the works counterfeit, 70 

Of Kennedy, with terms aureat, 3 Is 
Or wiſe Dunbar who language had at large, T 

"I As may be ſeen into his golden targe ? 7 A, B 
-- - Quintin, Mercer, Roul, Henderſon, Hay and Holland, A 


Though they be dead, their liyes are livand; ad 


— * & CT 


the Part neo. & 

dich to rehearſe. makes readers to-rejoice;.. |, 
5) for once that lamp was in this lang.. 

f eloquenee the flowing balmy ſtrand em 

ad in our Engliſh rhetorick the roſe, -  - 

; of rubies the carbuncle is-choſe-- . * 1 

nd as Phœbus doth Cynthia precel,.. + 

o Gawn Donglaſs biſhop of Dunkel. 
Had, when he was into this land alive, 

dove vulgar poets prerogative, . 

Both in practiek ſpeculation, . 28 

| ſay no more, good readers may deſcrive: | 

His worthy works, in numbers mo than five:  — 

And ſpecially the true tranſlation, - 

of Virgil, which been conſolation + . 

To cunning men, to know his great engine , 

& welt in natural ſcience, - as divine. © I 
And in the court been preſent in theſe day, 

That ballads, . brie ves, luſtily and las,, 

Which to our prince daily they do preſent ; - 

Who can ſay more than Sir James Enpliſk ſay$,. 

In ballads, fairies, and in pleaſant:plays ?. 

But Culroſs hath his pen made impotent: 

Rid in running and practick right prudent «- 

And Stewart who defires a ſtately ſtile, : 

Full ornate works daily doth compile. ftw. 
Stewart of Lorn will carp moſt curioufty, oo 

Galbraith, K inloch, when they liſt them apply, - 

lato that art are crafty of ingine: Fan © eo 7] 

But now of late is ſtart up haſtily 1 

A cunning clerk which writteth craftily, | | 

A plant of:poers called Ballentine, 1) 

Whoſe ornat writs my wits cannot define; 

Get he into the court-authority, - 8 

He will precel Quiutine and Kennedy,” N 
So though I had ingine, as | have none, ; 

I know not what to Write, by ſweet St John: 
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For why in all the earth cler l 
I: nothing left; but barren ſock and ſt one, 
The polite terms are pulled every one, 
By. theſę ſur named poets of pruden eee 
uud ſince I. find none other true ſentenee, 
l . eee e e e 
b e ff my 8 f : | 
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I ſhall declare ere I depart you fro 

© The complaint of a wounded Papingo. + 
Wherefore-becauſe my matter 15but rude, - 

| Of ſentence and oſ rhetorick denade, 

1 To rural folk my writing is directed, 

. Fax fleemed from the ſight of men of good: 

1 For cunning men I know will ſoon conclude, 


N It nothing dow es, but for to be dejected: Thr 
And when I hear my matter is detracted, 
Then ſhall I ſwear, I made it but in mowes, The 
| ; To landwart laſſes that milk the kine and ewes. as 
. =” 7 175 1 Fs r it 
| Th 105 4 Wh 
e complaint of the PAPINGO, Tha 
| 3 88 > EM wg 1 Nor 
| | HO climbs too high, perforce his foot muſt fai I 
* Expream I ſhall thee by experience, By 
| If that thou pleaſe to hear a piteous tale, No 
How a fair bird by fatal violence, For 
Devoured was and might not make defence Ex: 
a Contrair the death, ſu failed natural ſtrength, Of 
13 As after I ſhall ſhow you at more length. In! 
; A Papingo;* right pleaſant and perfite, - 6.3 
| . Preſented was to our moſt noble king, Fre 
Of whom his grace a long time had delight, Th 
| M.ore fair in'form, I wor, flew ne*%er on wing, Ve 
This proper bird de gave in governing N Th 
. To me, which was his ſimple ſerviture, Th 
|; To which I did my diligence and cure. - | Fu 
| To learn her language artificial, > | 
F To play platfoot, and Whiſtel, foot before: An 
| - But of her inclination natural | "TY Tt 
13 , 
1 She counterfeit all fowls Jeſs and more: Fu 
1 IN Of her courage ſhe would without my lore, U 
F Sing like the merl, and crow'like the cock, Ly 
q Pew like the gled, chant like the laverock, © ” Pe 


Bark like a dog, and keckle like a kae, 


| Bleat like an hog, and buller like a bull, W 
© Gail like, a gouk, and weep when ſhe was wae : T 
| Climb on a cord, and laugh and play the fool, nf 
| She. might have been a menſtrel againſt yool. T 
| T his bleſſed bird was to me ſo pleaſant, - 
1 . ; 
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as; er . ringe. | 

Where*er I fare, | bare her on mine hand. 
And ſo befel upon a mirthful morrow, 

Into my garth I paſt me to repoſe. 2 ä 

This bird and I, as we were wort be forrow, 

Among the flowers freſh, fragrant and formoſe: 

My vital ſpirits: duly did rejoice, 

When Phoebus rofe, and rave the clouds fable, . 

Through brightneſs of his beams amiable. .. 

Without vapour as well purificate, 

The temperate air, loft, ſober and ſerene ; 

The earth by nature ſo edificate, 

With whole ſome herbs, blne, white, red and green, a 

Which elevate my ſpirit from the ſpleen, 

That day Saturn and. Mars durſt not appear, 
Nor Eole from his cave he durſt not ſtear. 
That day perforce behoved to be fair, ; 

By influence and courſe celeſtial, _ 5 
No planet preſs'd for to perturb the air ; : 
For Mecury, by moving natural, 
Exalted was into the throne triumphal 
Of his manſion into the fiſteen gree 1 
In his own ſovereign ſign of Virginie. 1 ett et 9 
That day did Phoebus pleaſantly depars.; 3 
From Gemini and entered into Cancer: ; Fe 
That day Cupido did extend his dart; | 27 
Venus that day conjoin'd wish Jupiter. 
That day Neptune hid him like a ſkar : - 
That day dame nature with great buſineſs, 
Furthered Flora to ſhow her craftineſs. 
And retrograde-was Mars in u F 
And Cynthia in 2 aſſraſed © 
That day came Ceres, goddeſs of the corn; 
Full joy fully John. 1 ſhe pleaſed; 
The bad aſpect of Saturn was appeaſed 
That day by Juno, of Jupiter the joy, 
Perturbing (ſpirits cauſing to hold coy: 
The ſound of birds ſurmounting all the . 8. 
With melody of notes muſical, 
The balmy drop of dew, Titah y cab 
Hanging upon the tender twiſts ſmall, - n 
The ee wo _ ſound angelical, SPELL bb, 
On A SPS; Sah 
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The Cymplaint 


Such perfect. pleaſures printed in mine heart, 
That with great pain from them I might ppt rt, 
; So itil] among thele herbs amiable, 
1 did remain a ſpace for my paſtance, 
But worldly pleaſure is 10” variable, . 
Mixed with ſorrow, dread, and unn. 
That there is no compariſance's.. * 
So might Fſay, my ſhort ſolace, alas! 
7 Was driven to dolour in a little ſpate. 
2 For in that airth among the fragrant flowers, 
Walking alone, none but my bird and 1: 
Unto the time that I had ſaid mine hours, 
This bird I fet, upon a branch me by, 
But ſhe began to ſpeak right ſpeedily, 
And in that tree did ſo highly aſcend, 
That by no way I might her apprehend. 
Sweet bird, ſaid I, beware, mount not too high, 
Return in time, perchance thy feet may failie, 
Thou art right fat, and not well us'd to flie : 
The greedy gled, I dread ſhe thee aſſailie. 
I will, ſaid ſhe, vailyie quod vailyie, 
It is my kind to climb ay to the hight, 
Of feather and bone, I wot well y am wight. 
Soon on the higheſt little tender twiſt, 
With wings diſplay'd, ſhe ſat full wantonly : : 
* But Boreas blew a blaſt ere e er ſhe wiſt, 
Which brake the branch, and blew her ſuddenly 
Down to the ground with many a careful cry, 
Upon a ſtob, the lighted on her breaſt, 
The blood ruſht out, and ſhe cried for a prieſt. 
God wot, if then my heart was wo begone, 
To ſee that ſowil flighter among the flowrs, 
Which with great mourning gan to make) r Moan 
Now coming are, {aid ſhe, the fatal h | 
Of bitter death now muſt I thole the ſhow” rs 
O Dame Nature, I pray thee of thy grace, + 
Lend me leiſure to ſpeak a little ſpace. 


| For to complain my fate unfortunate, \ 
And to diſpone my goods ere I depart, Or 
Since of all comfort I am deſolate, . But 
Alone, except the death here with his dart, 1 
With awful char, ready to pierce mine heart : : Th 
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N n. Püriuõο 
And with that word ſhe took a paſſion, = 
Then flately fell, and ſwapped into ſwW oon. 
Which forry heart pierc'd with compaſſion, 
And ſalt tears diſtilling from mine een, 24 
To hear that birds lamentation, © 
| did approach under an haw-thorn green, t 
Where I might hear and ſee, and not be ſeens © 
And when this bird had ſwooned twice or thrice, 
She began to ſpeak, ſaying on this wiſe: _ 
O! falſe fortune, why haſt thou me beguil'd : 
This day at morn, who knew this careful caſe, - 
Vain hope, through thee my reaſon was exiFd, 
Having ſuch truſt into thy feigned face: 
That e er I was brought to the court, alas! 
Had I in foreſt flown among my ſeers, 
| might full well have lived many years. 
Prudent counſel, alas! I did refuſe, 
Againſt reaſon uſing mine appetite”: 
Ambition did ſo mine heart abuſe, 
That Eolus at me had great deſpite, 
Poets of me have matter to indite; Ma 
Which clamb ſo high, and wo ix me therefore, 
Not doubting that the death ſhould me devore. 
This day at morn my form and feathers fair, 
bove the proud peacock was precelling ; 
And now a cative cation fall of care, | 
Bathing in blood down from heart diſtilling, _ 
And in mine ears the bell of death is kaelling. 
0 world fo falſe, and changeable felicity, 
fy on thy pride; avarice, and immundicity. - 
In the I ſee nothing is permanent, © | 
Of thy ſhort ſolace, ſorrow is the end: 
Thy falſe infortunate gifts been to us lent, 
This day full proud, the morn nothing to ſpend. 
Oh, ye that do pretend ay to aſcend, © 
My fatal end have in remembrance, ro_ 
And you defend from this unhappy chance. 
Wherefore that 1 was ſtricken in exaſite 
Or through a ſtrong imagination: 
But it appeared in my fantaſie, _ 
[ heard this dolent lamentation ; . 
Thus dulled iuto deſolation, 


1 = N 


> 


, , 
-& 
1 


Methought 


- 
edi 
$a oY 


2 - 


— 


T. cn, 
x Methought this bird did brive in her manner - 
Her counſel to * king, as. you ſhall bear. 
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| The firſt Epiſtle of the. Papin 2 direfed to King 


REP 0 TE N T prince, 3 in pulchritude 
P. Glore, honor, laud, triumph, and victory. 
: unto thine high excellent celſitude, . 
With martial deeds condign of memory. 
- Since Atropos conſumed have my glory, 
And dolent death, alas! muſt us de part, 
I leave to thee my true unſeigned heart. 
Together with this ſchedul ſubſequent, . 
With moſt reverent recommendation: 
I grant thy grace gets many . | 
- By famous fathers-predication t 
With many notable narration, 
By pleaſant poets in ſtile heroical, 
How thou ſhouldſt guide thy ſeat imperial; 
| Some do deplore the- great calamities, , 
* Of divers realms the tranſmutation, 
; Some piteouſly do treat of tragedies, . 
All for the. Grace's information :- 


PIP" 
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So I intend but adulation, 
Into my barren ruſtical inditez . _ | 
Among the reſt, Sir, ſomething for to writes 
.._ = _. Sovereign convince this ſimple ſimilitude, . 
1 8 officers ſerving the ſeneyorie: 

- Who guides them well, get at thy grace great 141 
Who . unjuſt, degraded are of glory, gre , 
And cancellate out of thy memory: 

| Providing them more pleaſant in their ala 2 
Believe Tight ſo God ſhall do with thy grace. 
Conſider well, thou be officiar, 
And a vaſſal of that King incomparable': 
Preſs thou to pleaſe that. puiſfant Prince perclare 
Thy rich reward ſhall be ineſtimable. 
Exalted high in ry interminable. 

| Above archangels, vertious poteſtars, 
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0 ſthy virtue poets perpetually . 
Shall make mention until the world be 8 5 | | 
If thou exerce thine office prudently,, _ - 
In heav'n and earth thy grace ſhall be commen led #7; 
Wherefore effear that he be not offended, 
Who hath exalted thee to ſuch honor, | 
Of his people to be the governor. . Fi. 
And in the earth hath made ſuch ordinance, " _ 

| 


9 


Under thy feet all things terreſtriaal, | 
Are ſubje& to thy pleaſore and paſtance ; | 18 
Both fowls and fiſhes, and beafts paſtoral: + _ | 
Men to thy ſervice, and women they are thral; + \ - 1 
Hawking, huating, arms, and lawful amour, ; 17 
Preordinare. by God for thy pleaſure complet. 
Maſters of muſic to recreat thy ſpirit, | 3 1 | 
With daunted voice, and pleaſant inſtrument : T - 
Thus mayſt thou be of all pleaſures, —_—_ 
If in thine office thou be diligent:: | [-:; 1 
But be thou fonnd ſlothful and N | 90612. = 
Or unjuſt in thine ne f | ö 
Than ſhall nor l 2 2111 522 1 7777107 * 
Wherefore ſince thou bad ſuch capacity 
To learn to play ſo pleaſantly and ſing, 
Ride horſe, run ſpear, with great audacity, 
Shoot with hand bõw, croſs-bow. and culver ing, 
Among the reſt, Sir, learn to be a kiyg 
Kyth on that craft thy pregnant frefft iagine, | 
| Granted to thee. by influence divine. 
And fince the definition of a king, 
Is for to have of people goverance, 1 / 
Addreſs the firſt abvve all other wing. Am 
To put thy body to ſuch ordinan cc,. 
That thy vertue thine honor may advance : 
For how:ſhall princes govern their I ory 
\ That cannot duly guide their own perſons.? ©» 
And if thy grace would live right pleaſantly, 4 
Call thy council; and caſt on them thy cure: 
Their juſt decrees defend and fortify ; ' 20345443414 
Without good: _—_— may no'prince long endure : 
Work with counſel then ſhall thy work be ſure. , 
Chuſe thy council of the moſt ſapisnt. | 
Without gs to blood riches or rent, 
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- Truſt well thou wilt be- tiled io that ory, 


That no poet report of thee but good, 


Thou art. the laſt king of fiveſcore-and five; 


Conſider of their lives is circumſtance ; 


My whole intent unto thine excellence: 


My mortal wound-duth.me ſuch violence 
People at me may have experience, 
Becauſe, alas! 1 was incounſellable: 

New muſt I die a capive miſerable... 


W 8 8 1 
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mong all other paſtime and pleaſure, 
Now in thine adoleſcent years young, 


Would thou each: * ſtudy but half an hour 
The regiment of princely governing, 


To thy people it were a pleaſant thing, Jr | | 
There mightſt thou find thine own vocations 
How thou ſhouꝰdſt uſe the feepter,: fword and crown In 


The chronicles to konw, I thee exort, Te 
Which may be mirror to thy majeſty ? r. 
There thou ſhalt find both goed and ill report, Tt 
Of every prince 8fter his quality.:- W 


Tho” they be dead, yer their works ſhall not die, , 


As thou deſerves to be put in memory W 
Requeſt that Roy which was rent on the 700 An 
Thee to defend" from deeds of defame, not 


For princes days, endure but as a 3 '2: 
Since firſt king Fergus bare a diadem, 


And all are dead, and non? but thee alive. 

Of whoſe number fifty and five were flain, - 
And moſt part of their own miſgovernance : 
W herefore I thee beſeech, my ſovereign, 


And when thou knowft the cauſe of their miſchance- 


On virtue then exalt thyſelf on high,” Ch 

: Truſting on God 't eſcape that deſtiny. Ma 
Treat each true baron as he were thy eee For 
Which muſt at need thee and thy realm defend . Le 
When ſuddenly one doth oppreſs another, Tr 

Let juſtice mixt wich mercy them amend,. Th 
Have thou their hearts, thou haſt enough to ſpend-: ] 
And by the contrair, thou art but king of bone, of 


From time their hearts are from thee. gone. 
I have no leaſure for to write at length, 


Decreaſed ſo I am in wit and ſtrength, 


— 
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Tv ſecond rr 'of the. P bat direRed to ber | 
50 brethren. o Court. Wy bias 


RETHREN: of court, kth mind LO KY ö 
To the great God heartily I commend youu: 
Imprint my fall into your memorial, | 
Together with this ſchedul that I ſend. you "op 

To prefs o'er high, I pray, not pretend you: 

This vain aſcenſe of court who will conſider, 

Who fits moſt high, will find his ſeat moſt ſlidder. 
$0, ye that now go lanching ap the ladder; 

Take heed in time faſtning your fingers fall, 

Who climbs moſt high, moſt dint hath of the weather, 
And leſt defence againſt the bitter blaſt. 

Of falſe fortune, which never taketh reſt; "436 
But now redoubted daily he down thrings, <A 
Not ſparing popes, Emperors nor kings, 

Though ye be mounted up above the ſkies, 

And have both kings and court in governance: 

ome were as high, which now right lowly lies, 
complaining ſore the court its variance: 

The preterit time my be ex perienc 

Which thro? vain hope of court did climb ſo high, 
Then lacked wings, when they thought belt to flie, 

Since each cuurt is untruſt and tranſitory, _ - 
Changing as oft as weather - cock in wind, 

Making ſome glad, and other ſome right. ſorry. ; 
foremoſt this day, the morn may go behind, 

Let not vain hope of court your reaſon blind 
Truſt well ſome men will give you lands as lords, 
That would be glad to ſee you hang on cords. 

1 durſt declare the miſerability 

Of divers courts, were't not my time is ſhort, 
The dreadful change, vain- glore, and vility, 
The painful pleaſures, as poets do report: 

Sometime in hope, ſometime in diſcomfort; _ 

d how ſome men da ſpend their youthhood haſt | 
In court, and ends into the hoſpital, - . 
How ſome in court are quiet counſellors, 

Without regard to common - weal of kings, 
| ing * cure for to 2 conquerors ; 


3 - 

* 4 

— : : * 8 

Th JV And 
=y 
* > * * 
- A 4 ” - 4 
. 2 
* , 2 * 
: * 


at, © 4 8 — : 9 * a 


| 13 7. e 


And . they were high raiſed in their reigns, 
How change 2B court them dolefully down thrings 
And when they were from their eſtate depoſed, 
How many of their fall been right rejoiced. 
And how fond feigned fools and flatterers, « 
For ſmall ſeryice obtain oft great rewards: 
Panders, pike-thanks, cultrons, and clatterers, 
Loops up from lands, then lights among the lairds, 
Blaſphemators, beggars, and common bards, 
Sometime in conrt have more authority, 
Than devote doctors of divinity. © 
Wo in ſome courts been bairns of Belial, 
Full of diſimulate painted flattery, 
Provoking by intoxicate counſel, 
Princes to whoredom and 10 harlotry : 
Who do in princes put ſuch haſatry, 
I ſay for me, ſuch pert provocators, 
Should puniſht be above all ſtrong traitors. - 
W hat travel, trouble, and calamity 
Have been in court within theſe hundred years ? 
What mortal changes, and what miferies 
What noble men been brought upon their bears ? 
Truſt well, my friends, follow you muſt your fears: : 
So ſince in court been no tranquility, 
Set not on it your whole felicity. | 
The court changes oft-times with ſuch outrage, 
That few nor none may make it reſiſtance : 
And ſpareth not the prince more than the Pages 
As well appeareth by experince. 
The duke of Rothfay might make no defence, q 
Which was 1 of this region, 
But dolefully devoured was in priſon. / 

What dread, what dolour tied We noble king - 
Robert the third, when once he knew the caſe 
Of his two ſons the dolent departing] 

Prince David dead, and James captive ? Alas ! 
To true Scote-tiien, which was a careful caſe. 
This may ye know the court is variand, 
When blood royal the change may not Punlhnd, 

Who ſreign'd in court more hie and triumphant, 
Than Duke Murdock while that his day endure ? : 


| 9 ke not then ** of Scotland ? 6 
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ſet of the court ne was inot:wtlafſurer, / fr rnd 
changed ſoy His long ſervice was ware. S or) 

e and his fair fon Walter but remead, WD 
orfaulted were, and put to doleful . 
King James the firſt; the patron of prudence, 2 
em 7 I ine, and pearl of policy, 
Well of juſtice, and flood of eloquence, _ 

joſe virtue doth tranſcend my fantaſy” 
or to diſcrive ; yet when he ſtood moſt hiph, 
By falſe exorbitant conſpiration, Yi; 
t prudent prince was pitouſly put down, 
And James the. ſecond,' roy of great aun; 6 
ting in his ſuper - excellent glore, | | 
hroagh rackleſs ſhooting of a great cannon, - - 
he dolent death, alas! hath him devore. f 
Ine thing hath been of which I marvel more, 
nat fortune had at him ſuch mortal feed, 
Mong fiſty thouſand: to wall him by the bead. 
My heart is piere'd with pain for to panſe, 
Ir for to write that court's variance * 
f James the third, When he had governance: 
te dolor, dread, and deſolation, | 
The change of court and conſpiration: 
nd how that Cochran with his company. 
That time in court clamb fo preſumprtuouſly. - 

It had been good theſe bairus had not been born, 
y whom that noble prince was ſo abuſed : _ 
They grew as did the weeds among the corn. 
hat prudent lord's counſel was refuſed, 
Ind held him quite, as he had been incluſed, 

las! that prinee dy their abuſion, | 
4 finally brought to confuſion. © = 
They elamb fo high, and got ſueh e 
nd with the ir prinde grew ſo familiar z' 
is German brethren migli get no preſence: 
The Duke of Albany, and the Earl of Mar, 
ke baniſht men are holden at the bar: 
ill in the king there grew ſuch mortal feed, EW: 
e fleem d the Duke, and put the Eart to dead.” | 
Thus Cochran witn his cative company. 1471 
orc' q them. ta foo! buy 77 my ware feathers 


eh 5 e dee 
0 | 
% . \ 


A 


— 
3 


— 


14 The Complaint 


Above the high cedars of Lebania : 
They clamb ſo high till they clamb-o'er their ladders, 
On Lawder bridge then keeped were in tedders 
Strangled to death, they got no other grace-: 
Their king captive, which was a careful caſe, 
Too put in write the fate unfortunate,. . 
And mortal change, perturbeth mine engine ; 
My wits been weak, my fingers fatigate, 
To dite or write the rancour and ruin, 
The civil war, the battle-inteſtines | 
How that the ſon with banner broad diſplay'd 
inſt the father in battle came array'd. 
Wou'd God that day the prince had been comforted, 
With ſapience of the proud Solomon, 
And with the ſtrength of Samſon been ſupported, 
With the bold hoſt of the great Agamemnon. 
What ſhould I wiſh ? remedy there is none : 
At morn a king, with ſcepter, ſword and crown, 
At night with death a deformed carion. _ , *' 
Alas l where is that right redoubted roy, 
That potent prince, gentle James the feird ? 
I pray to Chriſt his ſoul for to convoy, 
A greater noble ne'er reign'd on the eird. 
O Atropus ! wary may be thy weird ; 
For he was mirror of humility, 
Lead-ſtar'and lamp of liberality, 
During his time of juſtice did prevail, 
The ſavage iſles trembled for terrour : 
Eſkdale, Ewiſdale, Liddiſdale and Annandale, 
Durſt not rebel, doubting his dints dour, 
And of his lords had ſuch perfect favour, 
So for to ſhow that he affear'd not one, 
Out through the realm he would ride him alone. 
And of his court thro* Europe ſprang the fame 
Of luſty lords and tender ladies ying ;/' 
Triumphant turneys, juſting and knightly game, 
With all paſtime, according for a king. | 
He was the glory of princely governing; 
Who through the ardent. love he had to France, 
Againſt England did move his ordinance. 
Of Flowden field the ruin to revolype 
Of that moſt dolent day for to deplore, 
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I mill for dread, leſt dolour you deſolve; 
Show you that prince in his trumphant glore 
Deſtroyed was, what needeth proceſs more? 
Not by the virtue of the Engliſh ordinance, 
But by his own wilful miſgovernance. 
Alas! that day had he been conſellable, 
Fe had obtained laud, glore, and victory ; 
Whoſe piteous proceſs been ſo-lamentable, . 
| fory am to put in memory. 
never read in tragedy nor ſtory, _ 
At one journey ſo many nobles ſlain, 
For the defence and love of their ſovereign. . 
Now brethreu mark into your remembrance, 
A mirror of theſe mutabilities. 
$ may ye know of the court inconſtance ; 
When princes are thus pulled from their fees, 
After whoſe death, what ſtrange adverſities! 
What great miſrule into this region rang, 
When our prince young, could neither ſpeak nor gang! 
During his tender youth and innocence, 
What flouth, what reef, what murder and miſchance,-. 
There was nought elſe but wreaking and miſchance, 
Into that court there reign'd ſuch variance; 
Divers rulers made divers ordinance. 
Sometime our queen reign'd authority, : 
Sometime the proud duke of Albany. 
Sometime the realm was ruled by regents, . 
Sometime by lieutenants leaders of the law.; 
Then reign'd ſo many diſobedients, 
That few or none ſtood of another aw ;-. 
Oppreſſion did fo loud his bugle blaw, 
That none durſt ride but into fear of wear, 
John upon land that time did loſe his meir. - 
Who was no more high in honour elevate 
Than was Margaret our high and mighty princeſs? - 
duch power was to her appropriate, | 
Of king and realm that ſhe was governeſs, 
Yet came a change within a ſhort proceſs : 
That pearl prelare, that luſty pleaſant queen. 
Long time into that court durit not be ſeen. 
The arch-biſhop of St Andrews, James Benton, 
Chancellor and primate in power paſtoral, | 
11 1 | ; 5 Clamb 
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Clamb next the Ling moſt in this region: 
The ladder ſhook, he lap and got a fall: - 
Authority, nor power ſpiritual, 

Riches, fi iendſhip might not that time prevail, 
When dame Curia began to ſtir her tail. 

His high prudence avail'd him not a mite, 
That time the court bare him ſuch mortal fead * 
As priſoner they kept him in deſpite, 

And ſometime will not where to hide his head: 
But diſguiſed like John the Reaft, he yeed, 
Had not been hope bare him ſuch company, | 
He had been ſtrangled by melancholy. 


What cumber and care was in the court of France, 


When king Francis was taken priſoner, 
The duke of Bourbon amidſt his ordinance, 


Died at one ſtroke, right bailful brought to beer: 


The court of Rome that time ran all ar ior, 
When Pope Clement was put in priſon Nrong, 
The noble city put to conſuſion. 

In England u ho had greater governance, 
Than their triumphant courtly cardinal ? 
The common-weal, ſome ſays, he did advance, 
By equal juſtice both to great and ſmall : 
There was no prelate to him peregal: 
Engliſh men ſay, had he reign'd longer ſpace, 
He had depoſed St Peter of his place, 

His princely pop, ncr papal gravity, 
His palace royal, rich and radious ; 
Nor yet the flood of ſuperfiuiry 
Of hi: riches, nor travel tedious, 
When once dame Curia held him odions, _ 
Avail'd him not his prudence moſt profound ; 
The ladder-brake, and he fell on the ground. 
Where been the- donphty Earl of Douglaſs, | 
Which royally into this region rang, 
Forfault and flain : What needeth more proceſs? 
The Earl of March was marſhall'd them among. 
Dame Curia them dolefully down throng. 


And now of late who clamb more high among us, 
1 han did Archibald ſometime the Earl of Angus ? 


Who with'the privce was more nr, 


Nor of his grace had more authority ? 


, 
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Was he not great warden and chancellor, 
Yet when he ſtocd upon bis bigheſt gree, 
Truſting nothing but perpetuity, 
Was ſuddenly depoſed from his place, 
Forfault and fle emed, he got no other grace, 
Wherefore truſt not unto authority, | 
My dear brethren, I pray you heartſully: 
preſume not in your vain profjerity ; 
Confirm your truſt in God ail utterly, - 
Then ſerve your prince with heart entire truly; 
And when you ſee, the court is at the beſt, 
| counſel you then draw you to your reſt, 
Where is the high triumphant court of Troy ? 
Or Alexander, with his twelve prudent peers ? 
Or Julius, that right redoubted roy ? 
Agamemnon, moſt worthy in his wears! 
To ſhew their fine my frayed heart affears : 
Some murthered were, ſome poiſoned fiteouſly, 
Their careful eourts diſperſed dolefully. | 
Truſt well there is no conſtant court but one, 
Where Chriſt is king, whoſe time interminable 
And high triumphant glore ſhall ne'er be gone : 
That quiet court mirthtul and immutable, 
Without variange ſtands ay firm and ſtable : 
Diſimulance, flattery, and falſe report, 
Into that court ſhall never get reſort, 
Truſt well my friends, this is no feigned-fare, 
for who that is in the extreme of dead, - 
The verity doubtleſs they ſhould declare, 
Without regard to favour or to fead. | | 
While ye have time, dear brethren, make remead : 
Adieu for ever, of me ye get no more, 
Beſeeching God to bring you to his glore. 
Adieu, Edinburgh, thou high triumphant town, 
In whoſe bounds right merrily I have been: 
Of true tradeſmen the rout of this region, 
Moſt ready to receive court, king and queen 
Thy policy and juſtice may be ſeen, 
Were devotion, wiſdom and honeſty, 
And credence loſt, it may be found in thee. 
Adieu fair Snawdown, with thy towers hie, 
The chapel- royal, park, and table round, 
8 f F 3 | 
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May, June, and July would | dwell in thee. 
Were la man might heap the birds found, 
Which doth againſt the royal rock reſound. 
Adieu, Lithgow, whoſe palace of pkaſance, 
Might be a pattern in Portugal or France. 
Farewell, Falkland, the fortreſs ſure of Fife, 
Thy polite park under the Lowmond.law 3 | 
Sometime in thee 1 led a luſty liſe: 
Thy fallow-deer to ſee them take and raw, 
Court-men to come to thee they ſtand great aw. 
Saying, thy burgh been of great burrows bail, 
Becaule in thee they never got good ale. 


The communing between the Papingo, and the holy 
Executors. 8 


"* 3 Py percciv*d the Papingo in pain, 

He lighted down, and feigned him to greet: 
Silter, ſaid he, alas! who hath you ſlain ?- 

I pray you make proviſion for your fp'rit ; 
Diſpone your goods, and you confeſs compleat : 
] have power by your contrition, 
Of all your mis to give you full remiſſion. 

I am, ſaid ſhe, a chanon regular, 
And of my brethren prior principal : 
My white rocket, my clean life doth declare, 
The black is of the death memorial : 
Wherefore I think all your goods natural, 
Should be ſubmitted-whole into my cure, 
Ye know I am an holy creature: . 
The raven came rouping when he heard the rair, 
So did the pled with many a piteous pew, 

And feignedly.they counterfeit great care, 
Siſter, ſaid they, your reckleſneſs we rew, 
Now beſt it is our connſeFyou enſue, | 
Since ye pretend to this promotion, 

Religious men of great devotion. 

I am black monk, ſaid the ratling raven; 
So ſaid the gled lam an holy frier, 
And have power to bring you quick to heaven; 

It is well known my conſcience been clear, 

| The black bible pronounce I. ſhal! perqueer, 
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& to our brethren you will give ſome good ; 
God wot, if he had need of lives food ” 
The Papingo ſaid, Father, by the rood, 

Albeit your raiment be religious like; 

Your conſcience, I ſuſpect, it be not good; 

| did perceive When piivily ye did pike 

A chicken from an hen under a dike. : 
| grant ſaid he, that hen ſhe was my friend, 
And I that chicken took but for my tiend. 

You know, the faith by us mult be ſuſtain'd, 
$ by the pope it is preordinate, Es 
That ſpiritual men ſhonld live upon their tiend ; 
But well 1 wot you been predeſtinate, 
In your extremes to be lo fortunate, 

To have ſuch holy conſolation ; 2 
Wherefore we make you exhortation, a 
Since dame nature hath granted you ſuch grace, 

Leiſure to make confeſſion general, 1 

Show forth your fin in time while you have ſpace, 
Then of your goods make a memorial. A 
We three ſhall make your feaſt funeral. 

And with great bliſs bury we ſhall your bones, 

Then trantals rwenty trattle all at once. ! 

The rooks ſhall tear, that men ſhall on them 1ew, 
An: cry, commemoratio avimorumn : . | 
We ſhall make chickens peep, and gaſſings pew, 
Altho* the geeſe and hens ſhould make alarum ; 

And we ſhall ſerve ſecundum uſum ſurum, 
And make you ſafe, we find faint Blaife to burgh, 
Crying to you the careful corinoch. | 
And we ſhall ſing about your ſepulture 
ant Mungo's matins and the meekle creed, 
And then devoutly ſay, I you aſſure, 
The old Placebo backward on the beed; 
And we ſhall wear for you the mourning weed: 
And though your ſp'rit with Pluto were poſſeſt, 

Devoutly hal your dirigie be dreſt © 

Father, ſaid ſhe, your facund words fair, 

Full fore I dread the contreir to your deeds ; - 
The wives of the villages cries with care, 


Tour ſalſe conceit both duek and drake ſore dreads ; 
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When they perceive ye mow o'erthwart their meeds 
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1 marvel ſoothly that ve be not ſhamed, _ 

For your default, being ſo fore defamed. 
do abhor my poor perturbed ſp'rit, 

To make to you any confeſſion ; 

I hear men ſay, you are an hypocrite, 

Exempted from the ſenyie of the ſeſſion, 

To put my goods in your poſſeſſion, 

That will I not, ſo help me dame nature, 

Nor of my corps I will give you no cure. 

But l had the noble nightingale, | 

The gentle Jay,- the Merl, and Turtle true, 

Mine obſequies and feaſts funeral. 

Order they would with notes all of the new, 

The pleaſant puwn moſt angel like of hew.; 

Would God I were with him this day confeſt, 

And my device duely by him addreſt. 

The mirthful mavice with the gay goldſpink, 

And Juſty lark, would God they were preſent, 
Mine infortune forſooth they would fore-think, 
And comfort me that been fo impotent. 
The ſwift ſwallow in practick moſt prudent, 
I know ſhe would my bleeding ſtanch believe, 
With her moſt virtuous ſtone reſtringative. 

Count me the caſe under confeſſion, 

The gled faid proudly to the Papingo, 

And we ſhall ſwear by our profeſſion, 
Counſel to keep, and ſhow it to no mo, 

We thee beſeech, ere thou depart us fro ; 

Declare to us the cauſes reaſonable, 

Why we are holden ſo abominable ? 

- By thy travel thou haſt experience, 

Firſt being bred into the orient ; 

Then by thy good fervice and diligence, 

To princes made here in the occident : 
Thou knoweſt the vulgar people's judgment, 
Were thou tranſcurred the hot meridional, 
Then next the pole, the plage ſeptentrial. 

So by thine high engine ſuperlative. 
Of all countries, thou — — the qualities; 

Wherefore I thee conjure by God alive, 
The verity declare withoutten lies, 
hat thou haſt heard by lands or by ſeas. 
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ot us church men, both good and ill report, 

Ard how they judge, ſhow us, we thee. exhort ? 
Father, ſaid the, I cative creature, 

Dare not preſume with ſuch matter to -mell z. 

Of your caſes, ye know, I have no cure; 

Demand them which with prüdence do excel; 

| may not pew, my pains have been ſo fell; 

Alſo perchanee ye will not ſtend content, 

To know the vulgar people their judgment; 

Yet will death a linle withdraw his dart, 

All that lieth in my memorial, . 

hall declare' with true unfeigned heart. 

And firit, I fay.ro you in general, 

The common people faith, ye be all 

Degenerare from your holy primitives, 

ki teſtifies the proceſs of your lives. 

Of yonr-peerleſs prudent predeceſſ..rs, 

The beginning, I grant, was very good, 

\noltles, martyrs, virgins and.confeffors, 

ſhe found of their excellent ſanctitude, 

Vas heard o'er all the world, by land and flood 

lanting tle faith by predication, 

3 Chriit had made to them narration. 

To fortify the faith they took no fear, kl 
fore princes, preaching right prudently; 

f dolorons death they doubted not the dear, 
he verity deelaring fervently, - 
nd martyrdom they ſuffered patiently ; 

They took no cure of lands, riches nor rent, 
octrine and death were both equivalent. : 
To ſhow their works at length were great wonder, 
Vhoſe miracles they were ſo manifeſt, 

1 name of Chriſt they healed many hunder, a 

laiſing the dead, and purging the poſſeſt | 

Vith perverſe ſpirits which had been oppreſt ; 

he crooked ran, the blind men got their een, 

he deaf man heard, and lepers were made clean. 

The prelates ſpouſed were with poverty, 

to thoſe days when they flouriſht with fame; 

nd with her genred lady chaſtity, | 

nd dame devotion notable of name; 

umble they were; ſimple and full of ſhame. _ © -— - 
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Thus chaſtity, and dame de yotion, 
Were principal cauſe of their promotions 
Thus they continued in this life divine, 
Ay till there rejgned in Rome's great city, 
A potent prince was. named Conſtantine, 
Perceiv'd the church had-{pouſed-poverty, 
With good intent, and moved with pity, . 
Cauſe of divorce he put between them two, 
And parted them withuutten words mo. 
Then ſhortly with a great ſolemnity, 
Withoutten any diſpenſation, 
The church he ſpouſed with dame Property, 
Which haſtily by prcelamation, 
To poverty caus'd to make narration, 
Under the pain of piereing of her een, 
That with the church the never ſhould be ſeen. 
Saint Sylveſter the time reigu'd pope in Rome, 
Which firit conſented to the marriage . 
Of property, ef which began the bloom, 
Taking the cure on her With hie courage; 
Devotion drew her to an bermitage, 
When ſhe conſidered lady property 
So high exalted into dignity, . 
© Sylreſter! where was thy diſcretion, 
Which Peter did renounce, thou didſt receive ; 
Andrew and John they did leave their poſſeſſions, 
Their ſhips, and nets, their lines, and all they leave 
Of temporal ſubſtance notling would they heave, 
*Contrarious 10 their contemplation, 
But ſoberly their ſuſteutation. 


John the Baptiſt went to the wilderneſs, 
Lazarus, Murtha, and Mary Magdalen, 
Left heritage and goods, both more and leſs. 
Prudent St, Paul thought property prophane, 
From town-to town he ran in wind and rain 
Upon his feet, teaching the word of grace, 
And never was ſubjected to riches, + * 

The Gled then {aid ; I hear nothing but good, 
Proceed ſhorily, and thy matter advance, 
The Papingo ſaid, father, by the rood, 

It were too long to hear the circumſtance. 
How property with her new alliance, 
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rew great with child, as true men to me teld, 
nd bare two daughters goodly to behold, 
The eldeſt daughter named was Riches, 
he ſecond ſiſter Senſuality _ 
Vhich did increaſe within a ſhort proceſs 
er-pleaſant to the ſpirituality, 7 
n great ſubſtance and excellent beauty, 

ſe ladies two grew-ſo within few years, | 
That in the world were none might be their peers, 
Thus royal Riches and lady Senſual, 
rom that time forth they took whole governance 
)f the moſt part of the ſpiritual ; 
nd they again with humble obſervance, 
moronſly their wirs they did advance, 
true lovers their ladies for to pleaſe ; 
dd wot if then their hearts were right at eaſe. 
ome they forgot to ſtudy, pray and preach, . 
hey grew fo ſubject to dame ſenſual ; - 
Ind thought but pain poor people for to teach; 
et they decreed it into their counſel, 

ey would no more to marriage be thral, 
ruſting ſurely to obſerve chaſtity, 
nd all beguiled ſaid ſenſuality. 
hat they might live at large without thirlage 
tliberty to lead their luſty lives, 
inking men thral that been in marriage: 
or new faces provoke do new cour :ge, 
us chaſtity they turned into delight, 
anting of wives been cauſe of appetite. 
Dame Chaſtity did ſteal away for ſhame, - / 
hen once ſhe did perceive their purveyance ; 
ameſenſual a letter did proclaim, 
nd her excell'd Italy and France. 
England .could ſhe get no ordinance, 
hen to the king, and to the court of Scotland 
e turned her withoutten more demand. 
Truſting into that court to get comfort, 
e made her humble ſupplication; . 
ortly, they ſaid, ſhe ſhould get no ſupport, + 
t threatned her with blaſphemation ; 
prieſts go make your proteſtation ; 
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It is, ſaid they, 'many a hundred year, 1 
Since chaſtity had any entrance here. | 5 
Tyred for travel, ſhe to the prieſt paſt, | 
_And to the rulers of religion; 1 
Of her preſence ſhortly they were agaſt, D 
Saying they thought it but abuſion | T 
Her to receive; So with conclaſion, R 
- -With-one advice decreed and gave doom, P 
They would receive no rebel out of Rome. A 
Should we receive that Romans have refuſed, 
And baniſht England, Italy, and France, St 
For your flat ery, then were we well abuſed? 5 
Pafs hence, ſaid, and faſt your ways advance, Ct 
Among the nuns go ſeek your ordinance, 
For we have made oaths of fidelity, T 
To dame riches and ſenſuality. W 
Then pntiently ſhe made progreſſion 
Towards the nuns with heart ſighing full fore ; a 
They gave her preſence with proceſhon, 7 
Receiving her with honour, laud and glore, 4 
Purpoſing to preſerve her evermore, 7 
Of that novels came to dame property, x 
Io riches and to ſenſuality, 
Which ſped them at the poſt right ſpeedily, F 
And ſet a ſiege proudly about the place: N 
The filly nuns did yield them haſtily « 
And humbly of that guilt they aſked grace, Tt 
Then gave their bands of perpetual peace: W 
Receiving them, they caſt up doors wide, 115 
Then chaſtity there no longer might 94 Wh | " 
So for refuge faſt to the friers the fled, 80 


Who ſaid, they would of ladies take no cure. 
Where is ſhe now ? then ſaid the greedy gled. 
| Not among yon, ſaid ſhe, I you aſſure, 
I truſt ſhe be upon the Borrow moor, 
Beſouth Edisburgh, and that right many means, 
Proſeſt among the ſiſters of the ſeans. 
There hath ſhe ſound her mother poverty, 


And Devotion, her own ſiſter carnal :' - * 
There hath ſhe fouhd faith hope and charity, - 95 
Together with the virtuous cardinal, , 
There hath the ſound a convent, yet ive 
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To dame Senſual, nor yet with riches abuſed, 
do quietly theſe ladies are incloſed. 
The Pyat ſaid, I dread that they aſſailed, 
They render them, as did the holy nuns. 
Doubt not, ſaid ſhe, for they are ſo attailed, 
They purpoſe to defend them by their guns: 
Ready to ſhoot, they have ſix great cannons, 
Perſeverance, conſtance and conſcience, 
Auſterity, labour, and abſtinence. 
To reſiſt ſubtle Senſuality, | 
Strongly they are enarmed feet and hand 
By abſtinence, and keeped poverty, 
Contrair riches, and all her falle ſervands, 
They have a bombard braſed up in bands, 
To keep their port, in the midſt of their cloſs, 
Which is called, Domine, cuſtedi 111. | | 
Within whole ſhot there dare no enemies 
Approach their place, for dread of dints dour : 
Both day and night they work as buſy bees, 
For their defence, ready to ſtand in ſtour : 
And have ſuch watches on their outer tower, 
That dame Senſual with ſiege dare not aſſaily, 
Nor come within a ſhot of their artailly. | 
The Pyat ſaid, Whereto ſhould they preſume, 
Por to reſiſt {weet Senſuality. 3 
Or dame riches, which rulers are at Rome ? 
Are they more conſtant in their quality, 
Then the princes of ſpirituality, 
Which pleaſantly withoutten obſtinacie, 
Have them received in their habitacie. 
How long truſt ye, theſe ladies ſhall remain 
So ſolitar in ſuch perfection? 
The Papingo ſaid, brother, in certain, 
$0 long as they obey correction, 6 
hooſing their heads by election, 3 
Unthral to riches and to poverty, 
But as requireth their neceſſity. 851 | 
O prudent prelates, whore was your preſcience, 
hat took in hand to obſer ve chaſtity, : 
but auſtere life, labour, and abſtinence ? 
erceive ye, not the great proſperity, 
pparently to come of property ? 


1 


Ye 
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Ye know great chear, great eaſe and idleneſs or 
To lechery was mother and miſtreſs, Vh 
Thou ràv'ſt unrock'd, the raven ſaid by the rood, Ml * 
So to reprove riches and property: OVER 0 
Abraham and Iſaac were rich, and very good ; h 
Jacob and Joſeph had proſperity. ul 
The Papingo ſaid, That is of verity: 
| Riches, I grant, is not to be refuſed, A \ 
. Providing als that they be not abuſed. Sa 
: Then laid the Raven a replication, \ 
And ſaid : Thy reaſon is not worth a mite, 
1 As I ſhall prove with proteſtation : 
That no man take my words into deſpite : Th 
- I ſay, the temporal princes have the wite, Mo 
That in the church ſuch paſtors do provide, Mo 
To govern ſouls, themſelves that caynot guide, WI 
Long time aſter the church took property, l 
The prelates liv'd in great perfection, To 
Unthral to riches or ſenſuality, And 
; Under the holy Spirit's protection, Wh 
Orderly choſen by election, = 
As Gregory, Jerome, Ambroſe and Auguſtine, _ 
Benedick, Bernard, Clement, Clete and Line. c 
Such patient prelates entered by the port, * 
Pleaſing the people by predication: a 
Now dyke-loupers do in the church reſort, 'P 
By ſymonie and ſupplication * 
Of princes, by their preſentation: ** 
So ſilly ſouls, that are the Lord's ſheep, Lof 
Are given to hungry ravenous wolves to keep. 4 
No wonder is though we religions men, Ith 
Degenred be, and in our life confuſed, | To 
But ſing and drink, none other craft we ken, Dar 
Our ſpiritual fathers have us ſs abuſed : Thi 
Againſt our will thele traitors been iatruſed. An, 


Laick men have now religious men in cures, 

Profeſt virgins in keeping of ſtrong whores. 
Princes, princes, where is 7our high prudence, 

In diſpoſition of your benefices ? | 

The puardoning of your courticiens, _ 

Is ſome cauſe of theſe great enormities: 

There is a ſort waiting like hungry flies, 


— 
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or ſpiritual cure, though they be nothing able, 
yhoſe greedy thirſl been aye inſatiable. 
Princes, I pray you, be no more abuſed, 
o virtuous men having ſo ſmall regard; 
hy ſhould virtue through flattery be refyſed, 
hat man of cunning can get no reward ? 
Alas ! that ever a bragger or a baird, 
A whore maſter or common hazarture, 
Sonld in the church get any kind of cure. 
Were | a man worthy to wear a Crv:yn,, 
Ay when there vaked any benefices, 
] hould cauſe call a congregation, 
The principal of all the prelacies,. 
Molt cunning clerks of univerſities, 
Molt famous fathers of religion, 
With their advice make diſpoſit ion. 
I ſhould diſpone all offices paſtoral, 
To doctors of divinity or jure: | 
And cauſe dame Virtue pull up all her ſails. 


a 


Cauſe lords ſend their ſons, I you aſſure, 
To ſeek ſcience, and famous ſchools frequent, 
Then them promove that were moſt ſapient. 


Great pleaſure *rwere to hear a biſhop preach,, 


A dean, à doctor of divinity, 

An abbot which could well the covent teach, 

A parſon flowing in philoſophy, 

| tine my time to with what will not be. 

Were not the preaching of the begging friers 3 
Loſt were the faith among the ſeculiers. 

As for their preaching, ſaid the Papingo, 
Ithem excuſe, for why, they been fo thrall 
To Property, and her dign daughters two, 
Dame Riches, and fair lady Senſual: 

They may not uſe no paſtime ſpiritual ; 

And in their babits take ſuch great delite, 

They have refuſed ruſſet and raploch white. 
Taking to them ſcarlet and cramoſie, 


Their low hearts exalted are ſo hie, 

To ſee their papal pomp it is a pine. 

More rich array is now with frinyies fine, 
' fo 


When cunning men had in the church more cure. 


Wit menever, mertrick, greece and rich armine; 
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Upon the bairding of the biſhops mool, 

Than e*er had Peter or Paul againſt vol. 
Their fair ladies their chains may not eſcape, 

Dame Senſual ſuch ſeed in them hath ſown : 

Leſs ſkaith it were with licence of the pope, 

That each prelate a wife had of his own, 

Than ſee their baſtards thro? the country blown, 
or now be they welcomed from the ſchools, 


- They fall to work as they were common bulls. 


Pew, ſaid the Gled, thou preacheſt all in vain, 
Ye ſecular folks have of our caſe no cures, 
} grant, ſaid ſhe, yet men will ipeak again, 
How ye have made a lundred thouſand whores, 
W hieh had not been, were not your lecherous lures 
And fl lie, heartily I me repent : 


Was ne*er a bird, I know more penitent. 


Then ſhe her ads with devout count2nance, 


To that falſe Gled, which feigned him-a frier; 


And when ſhe had fulflied her pennance, 
Full ſubtilly at her he can enquire : 
Chuſe you, ſaid he, which of us brethren here, 
Shall have of our natural goods the curcs : 
You know none been more holy creatures, 

I am content, ſaid the pour Papingo, 
That you frier Gled, and Corby monk your brother, - 
Have cure of all my goods and eke no mo, 
Since at this time friendſhip 1 find no other. 
We ſhall be to you true, as to our brother, 
Said they, and ſwore to fulfil her intent. 
Of that, ſaid ſhe, I rake an inſtrument, 

The Pyat ſaid, What ſhall mine office be ? 
O'er man, ſaid ſhe, unto the other two. 
1he rouping' Raven ſaid, ſweet ſiſter, let {ee 
Your whole intent, for it is time to go. 
The greedy Gled faid, brother, do not fo, 
We will remain, and here hold up her head, 
And n*er depart from her till ſhe be dead. 

The Papiago thanking them tenderly, 
And ſaid, Since ye have ta'en-on you the cure, 
Then part my natural goods equally, 
That &'er I had or have of dame nature, 
Firſt to the Howlat, indigent and poor, 


Which 
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Which on the day ſor ſham dare not be ſeen, 

10 her I leave my gay galbert of green. 
My bright depured eyes as cryſtal clear, 

Unto the Bat ye ſhall them both preſent, 

In Phoebus preſence which dare not appear, 

Of natural light he is ſo impotent. 

My birniſht back I leave with good intent 

Unto the gentle piteous Pelican, 3 

To help to pierce her tender heart in twain. 
| leave the Gouk which hath no ſong but one 

My muſick with my voice angelical: 

And to the Gooſe give ye. when 1 am gone, 

Mine eloquence and tongue rhetorical z 

And take and dry my bones great and ſmall, 

Then cloſe them in a caſe of ebon fine, 

And them preſent unto the Phenix ſyne. 

To burn with her when ſhe her life renews, 

In Arabic ye ſhall her find but weer, CLF 

And ſhall her know by her moſt heavenly hews,. 

Gold, azure, gules, purple and ſyneper: 

Her date is for to live five hundred year, 

Make to that bird my commendation, 

Alſo I make you ſupplicatioun. | 
Since of my corps I have given you the cure, 

Ye ſpeed you to the court but tarrying, 

And take my heart of perfect portraiture, 

And it preſent unto the ſovereign king : _ 

I know he will it cloſe into a ring. 4 

Commend me to his Grace, I you exhort, 

And of my paſſion make him true report. | 
Ye three my tripes ſhall have for your travel, 

With liyer and lung to part equal among you, 

Praying Pluto the potent prince of hell, 

If ye failyie, that in his net he fang you, 

Be to me true, though 1 nothing belang you, 

Sore I ſuſpect your conſcience been too large. 

Doubt not, ſaid they, we take it with the charge. 
Adieu, brethren, ſaid the poor Papingo, 

To talk no more, I have no time to tarry: 

But fince my ſpirit muſt from my body go, 

I recommend it to thee queen of Farie ; 

Eternally into her court to tarrie 
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20 : he Complaint *© 
In wilderneſs among the li hore, 1 
Then ſhe inclin'd her head, ard ſpake no more. Ma 
Planged into her mortal paſſion; | | 
Full pgrievouſly ſhe gripped to the ground: ze 
It were too long to make parration, Wi 
With eyes full ſore, with many a ſting and fleund Wi 
Out of the wound the blood did fo abound, gte: 
A compaſs rend was with her blood made red: For 
Without remead there is nothing but dead, Het 


And by ſhe had in Maus tuas ſaid, 
Fxtin&ted were her natural ſenſes 1 ; 


Her head full ſoftly on her ſhoulders laid, Th 
Then yield the ſp'rit with pains pur gitive. k 
The Raven began rudely to rug and rive, ] 


Full ravenous like, his empty throat to feed ; 
But ſoftly brother (faid 1 the greedy Gled.) 
While ſhe is hor, let's part her even among vs, 


Take thou one half, and reach to me the othe1 ; 
Into our right, | wor no wipht-dare wrong us, P 
The Pyar faid, The fiend receive the other, My 
Why make ye me a ſtep-bairn, and I your brother; WV! 
You do me wrong (fir Gled) I ſhrew your heart, An 
Jake her, f4id he, the puddings fur thy part. Ex 
Then wot ye well mine heart was wonder lair, Ho 
For to behold that dolent departing : e! ö 
Her argel feathers flying in the air, Ful 
Except the heart was left of her nothing : Ani 
The Pyat ſaid, That pertains to the king, = 1 
Which to his: Grace I purpoſe to preſent, x Lor 
Thou, ſaid the Gled, ſhalt fail of rhine intent. An 
The Raven ſaid, God ür 1 fax in a rope, a 
If thou get tkis to either king or duke. þ 2 0 
The Pyat ſaid, plain I not td the pope, An 
Then in a ſmiddy I be ſmor'd with [mooks | In 
Wit" that the Gled the piece caught in her clock, . 


And fled his way, the reſt with all their might, 
To chaſe the Gled, flew all out of my ſight. 
Now have ye heard the little trapedie;” 
The ſore complaint, the teſtament and miſchance h 
Of this poor bird which did 'afcend ſo nie: 
Beſeeching you excuſe mine ignoratice, - ' © 
Pad rude indite, which is not to advance, a 
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And to the queer I give commandement, 

Make no repair where pocts been preſent. - | 
Becauſe thou beer! of rhetoritk ſo denude, 

ze never ſeen near hand none other book; 

With king nor queen, with lord nor men bf good. 

With coat unclean claim kindred to fame cook; 

ſteal in a nook, when they liſt on thee look 

For ſmell of ſmook men will abhor to bear thee,” - 

Here I forſwear thee, wherefore to lurk go lear thee. 
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The Dream of Sir DAVID LINDSAY «f-the Mount; 
Knight, familiar Servitor to our Sovereign Lord king 
. { ; 1 


James the Fiſt n. : p «3 ir 


The Epiſtle to, the King's Grace. 
IG HT potent prince of high imperial blood, 
Unto thy grace | truſt it be well known, 
My ſervice done unto thy celſitude, 
Which needeth not at length for to be ſhown ; 
And though my youth hood ne'er be 6verblown, 
Exercis'd in the ſervice of your excellence; 
Hope hath me-heght a goodly recompence. 
When thou walt young I bare thee in mine arm, 
Full tenderly till thou began to gang; m 
And in thy bed oft happed thee full warm, 
With lute in hand, then ſweetly to thee ſang, 
ometime in dancing fiereefully I flang 
And ſometimes playing fairſies on the Rare, 
And ſometime ef mitie office taking cure. 
And ſometime like à fiend transfigurate, 
And ſometimes like -a gregzly ghoſt of gay, 
In divers forms oft times disfi n 
And ſometimes diſguiſec full pleaſantly. 
do lince thy birth, 1 have continallß 
Been exercis'd, and ay to hy pleaſure 
nd tometimes ſtewart; capper, atfd' car vort. 
Thy pur ſe-maſtef ard ſecret 'thefaurer,'* 5 
hine uſber ay ſince Ry nativitjyy 
ind in thy chamber chief cubicillar {4 
Which to this hour bath keeped my lawtie, 
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322 7 he Prefogre: | 
Loving be to the bleiſed Frinity, Aſte 
Thu \ogh 2 wretched worm bath made ſo able, id li 
To ſuch x prines to be ſo agreeabls: 75 hrov 
But now thou t by natural iofluence, emet 
High of ingine, and right inquiſitive, up 
Of antique tories, and deeds. martial ; J thi 
More pleaſautly the time for to o'er-drive,. rer 
have at length the ſtories to deſerirxe, Wit 
Of Hector, Arthur, and gentle Julius, ith + 
Of Alexander and worthy Pampeius, beit 
Of Jaſon and Medea all at length, et ſu 
Of Hercules the as honourable, X 0WA 
And of Samion's ſupernatural. ſtrength, | can 
And of leel lovers the ſtories amiable. nd | 
And oft times have I ſeigned many a fable met 
Of Troylus the forrow and the joy, ſhic} 
And fieges all of Tyr, Thebes and Troy. ith 
The prophecies of-Rymer, Bede, and Merlin, ler h 
And many other pleaſant hiſtory, hic 
Of the red Erin, and Gyre Carlin: þ led 
Coinforting thee when that I ſaw thee ſory : Inde! 
Now with ſupport of the King of Glory, Th 
I ſhall thee ſhow a ſtory of the new, 0 ne 
The which before I never. to thee ſhew. hey 
But humbly I beleech thine Excellence, Df th 
With ornate terms though I cannot expreſs nd 
This ſimple matter for lack. of eloquence ; ey 
Let notwithſtanding all my buſineſfss, - nd | 
With heart and hand my mind I; will addreſs, Al: 
As beſt I can and maſt, compendious. het 
Now I Ns the matter rag W * Wot 


The e * | far 


1 TO the eb of January, | Vith 
When freſh Phoebus by -moving Ares lar. | W 
From Capricorn was entred in Aquary, Vell 
With blaſts that had the branches made full bare: Id. 
The ſnow and fleet perturbed all the air, Ma; 
And fleemed Flora from every: bank and buſs, = 
Through the ſupport. of auſtere Eolus. ea\ 
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after that 1 the longſome winter night 7 
id lien waking in my-bed alone ; - 
rough heavy thought that no way ſleep I miphe 
eme mbering of divers things by-gone. 

up I roſe and clothed me anone : 

this fair Titan with his beams light, 
A the world had ſpread his banner bright. 
With cloke and hood | dreſſed me belive 

ith double ſhoes and mittans on my hands, 
beit the air was right penetrative, 
et ſure J forth, -lanching o'er thro” the lands 
oward the vg to ſport me on the ſands ; 
cauſe unbloomed was both bank and bray ; 
nd ſo as I was paſhng by the way, 
met dame Flora in dole-weed difſaguis'd, 
hich into May was dulce and delectable, - 
ith ſturdy ſtorms her ſweerneſs was ſurpris's : 
ler heavenly hews were turned into fable, 
Which ſometime were to lovers amiable : 

ed from the ſroſt the tender flowers I ſaw, 
nder dame natures mantle lurking law. 
The ſmall fowls in flocks ſaw 1 flee, 
o nature making lamentation: 
hey lighted down beſide me on a tree: 
If their complaint I had compaſſion, 
nd with a piteons lamentation, 


nd waried be thou winter with thy ſhowers. 
Alas, Aurora, the filly lark can cry, 

here haſt thou left thy balmy liquor ſweet 
That us rejoic'd,- we mounting in the ſky? 

Iny ſilver drops are turned into fleet.” - 

tary Phœbus, where is thy wholeſome heat? 
Vby (uFereſt thou thy heavenly pleaſant face, 
With miſty vapours be obſcur*d? alas! 

Why art thou May with June thy ſiſter ſheen, - , 
ell bordered; with deſires of delight? ? 

ud gentle july with thy mantle green, 
bal me-! with roſes both red and white ? 
Wow old and cold January in deſpite, 
leaves from us alt paſtime and pleaſure ; 
is: what gentle heart can this endure ? 


ey ſaid, bleſſed be ſummer with thy flowers, a 
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Overſyled with the clouds odious; 

Was the golden ſkies of the orient; 

Changing in ſorrow ſongs melodious, 

Which we had wont to {ing with good intent, 


Reſounding to the heavens frmament ; ] 
But now our day is changed into night. 
With that they roſe, and fle out of my fight. Ar 
Penſive in heart, paſſing full foberly, Ti 
Unto the ſea forward | paſt anone ; = Ar 
The ſea was out, the ſand was ſmooth and dry, W 
Then up and dawn 1 muſed mine alone, D 
Till that I ſpy'd a little cave of ſtone, 
High in a craig, upward I did approach, 0 
Without Rayings and clamb up to the roch, 4 
And purpoſed for pafling of the time, | 7 
Me to defend from otioſity, C 
With pen and paper to regiſtrate in rhime, T 
Some merry matter of antiquity : oc 
But idleneſs, ground of iniquity, 
She made ſo dull my ſpirits me within, E 
That I knew not at what end to begin. A 
But fate Mill in that caye, where I might ſes K 
The waltering of the waves up and down; I 
And this falſe world's inſtability, - h N 
Unto the fea making comparilon, | B 
And of this wretched world's variation; 
To them that fixes all their whole intent, Y 
Conſidering who moſt had, ſhould moſt repent. [ 
So with my hood I happed me full warm; , 
And in my cloke 1 folded both my feet ; L 
I thought my corps with cold ſhould rake no harm, I 
My mittens held my hands full well in heat, A 
Fhe ſcouling rock me covered from the fleet, p 
There ſtill did I {it my bones for to reſt, 1 
Till Morpheus with fleep my ſpirit oppreſt. R 
So through the boiſterous blait of Eolus. c 
And through my waking on the night before: 7 
And through the ſeas moving marvellous, 
By N-ptunus with many a-rout aud roar, | 
Conſtrained was to ſleep witkourten more, 7 
And what I dreamed in concluſion, = 8 


I ſhall you tell a moſt marvellous viſion. 


Sir David Lindſay.” 
The Dream of Sir David Lix psx. 


Thought a lady of portraitare perfite, 
Did ſalute me with benign countenance ; 
And I which of her preſence had delight, 
To her again made humble-reverence, 
And her demanded, ſaving her pleaſure, 
What was her name! She anſwered courteoully. 
Dame Remembrance, ſaid ſhe, called am I, 
Which come now am for paſtime ard for pleaſure, 
Of thee, and for to bear thee company; 
Becauſe I ſee thy ſpirit without meaſure, 
do ſore perturbed by melancholy ; 
Cauſing thy corps to Wax both cold and dry, 
Therefore get up, and go anone with me. 
So were we both in twinkling of an eye. i 
Dos n through the earth in midſt of the center, 
Fre e'er | wiſt, into the loweit hell: | 
And in that curſed cave when we did enter, 
Youting and youling we heard with many s ycll, 
In flames of fire right furious and fell, 
Was crying many careful creature, x 
Blaſpheming God, and warving Nature. 
There ſaw we divers popes and emperors, 
Without recover many care king, 
There ſaw we many wrong 1 conquerors, 
Withomten right reavers 0; cthers reigns : 
The men of kirk lay bond: r to bings. 
There ſaw we many careſu} erdinal, 
And arch biſhops in their por:ittcal, 
Proud and perverſe preit2s out ef number, 
Priors, abbors, and falle flatiey.ng trigrs; 
To ſpecify them all it were « Imber, 
Regular chanons, -churl mon: ud chatterers, ; 
Curious clerks, and prieſts ſer ars, . 
There was ſome ſort of each religion, ; | 
In holy kirk which did abuſi ! | 
Then I demanded dame Remembrance, ' 
The cauſe of theſe prelates purition ? 
She ſaid, ' The cauſe of their unhappy chance, 
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Was covetous luſt and ambition, 

The which now makes them lack fr uition 
Of God, and here eternally muſt dwell, 
Into this painful poiſoned pit of hell. 

And they did not inſtruct the ignorant, 

Provoking them to penitence by preaching : 

But ſerved worlely punces inſolent, 

And were promoved with their feigned fleeching, 
Not for their ſcience, wiſdom, nor their teaching. 
By Simonie- was their promotion, 

More for deniers, than for deyotion. 

Another caaſe of the punition 
Of theſe unhappy prelates imprudent, 
They made not equal diſtribution 
Of holy kirk patrimony, nor rent; 

But temporally they have it all miſpent, 
Which ſhould have been triparted in'q three; 
Firſt, to uphold the kirk in honeſty, 

T he ſecond part to ſuſtain their eſtates. 
The third part to be given to tſſe poor; | 
But they. diſpone their goods all other gates, 
On carts and dice, on harlotry and whores. 
Thoſe catives took no cure of their cures, 
Their church ruin, their ladies cleanly cled, 
And richly ruled both in boord and bed. 

Their baſtard bairns proudly they, provided, 
The kirk goods largely they did on them ſpend ; 
In theic default their ſubdites were miſguided, 
And counted not their God fur to offend, 
Which caus'd them lack grace at the latter end. 
Ruling that rout, I ſaw in cups of brats, 
Simon. Magus, and biſhop Csjaphas. 

Biſhop Annas, and the traitor Judas, 
Mahomet that prophet poiſonable : 

Core, Dathan and Abiram there waz, 
Hereticks we {aw innumerable, 

It was a ſight right wondrous lamentable, 

How that they lay into the flames fleeting, 
With careful cries, ſore groaning and weeping. 

Religious men were_.puniſht palofully, 

For vain glory and diſobedience, | 

1 Breakiag their conſtitution wilfully: 
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Sir David Liudſay. 
Not having their oyer-men in reverene?e, 
o know their rule they took no diligence ;- 
nlawfully they ufed property, 
fing the bounds of wilful poverty. 

Full fore weeping, with voices lamentable, 
They cried loud, O emperor Conſtantine, , 
e may wite thy poſfeſſion poiſonable, 
If all our great punition and pain: 

beit your purpoſe was to a good fine, 
Thou baniſht from us true devotion. 
ving ſuch eye to our promotion. 
There we beheld'a den full dolorons, 
Fhere that princes and lords temporal 
ere cruciate with pains rigorous. 
ut to expream their pains in ſpecial, 

doth exceed all my memorial; 
mportable pain they had but comforting ; 

eir blood royal made them no ſupporting. 
Some cative king for cruel oppiefiion, _ 
Ind other ſome for their wrongous conqueſs, 
ere condemned they and their ſucceſſion, 
me for public adultery and inceſt, 
me ſuffered people ne'er to live in reſt, 
helighted ſo in pleaſure ſenſual, ' 

herefore their pain was there perpetual. 
here was the curſed emperor Nero, 
every vice the Horrible veſſel | 

There was Pharoah, with many princes mo, 
ppreſſurs of the children of Iſrael, | is 
erod, with many mo than I can tell, 
once Pilate was there hanged by the heels, 
th unjuſt judges, for their ſentence falſe. 


th their princes was, puniſht painfully, * 
ticipant they, were of their upt ights, 

ward we went, and let theſe lords ly, 

d law where ladies lamentably, 

ke mad lions were carefully crying, 

lame of fire right furiouſly frying. 
Empreſſes, queens, and ladies of honour, 
any dutcheſs, and counteſs full of care, 

ley pierſt mine heart theſe tender creatures, 
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Dukes, marqueſles, earls, barrons and knights, 
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38 The Dream of 
So pined in that pit fall of deſpair, 
Plunged in pain with many rutkful rare, 1] 
Some for their pride, ſome for adultery, 9 
And for their ty ſing of men to lechery. C 
Some had been cruel and malicions, 0 
Some for making of wrongous heretors, 
For to rehearſe their lives vicious, 0 
It were a great ſtay to the audit rs. 7 
Of lechery they were the very Jures, 1 
With their pre vocative impupicity, 1 
Brought many a man to infelicity. u 
Some women for their puſilanimity, F 
O'er-ſet with ſhame they did them never chrive, 
Of ſecret {ins done into quiety, A 
And ſome repented never in their life, F 
Withoutten ruth theſe ruffians did them reive T 
Rigorouſly without any compaſſion, T 
Great was their dole and lamentation. 0 
That we were made they cry'd full oft, alas 77 
Thus tormented with pains intollerable J 
We minded not when we had time and ſpace, T 
But took in earth our luſts delectable ; In 
Wherefore with fiends ugly and horrible, W 
We are condemned for evermore, alas! T 
Eternally withoutten hope of grace. Ti 
Where is the meat and drink delicious, $ 
With which we fed our careful carions : 
Gold, ſilver, filk; and pearls precious, W 
Our riches, rents, and our poſſeſſions, W 
Withoutten hope of our remiſſions. W 
Alas! our pains they are inſufferable, | U 
And our torments to count innumerable. Sh 
Then we beheld where many a thouſand W 


Common people lay flightering in the fire | 
Of every ſtate there was a bailful band. 
There might been ſeen many a ſorrowful ſire, 
Some for envy ſuffered, and ſome for ire; 
And ſome for lack of reſtitution ; ; 
Of wrongous goods without remiſſion, _ 
Menſworn merchants for their wrongous wines 
Heurders of gold, and common uſerers: 
* men of hey in cautels right cunning; 
— Thieves, 
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Thieves, reavers, and publick oppreſſers; 
Jome part there were of upleal labourers, 
Craftſmen there ſaw we out of number: 
Of each ſort to declare, it were a cumber. 
Alſo longſome for me is to indite, 
Of this ia 56 the pains in ſpecial : | 
The heat, the cold, rhe dolor and deſpite, 
Wherefore I ſpeak of them in general 
That doleful den, that furnace infernal, 
Whoſe reward is to rew W itliout remead, 
Ever dying, and never to be dead. | | 
Hunger and thirſt iuftead of meat and drin, 
And for their clothing, tades and, ſcorpions :. 
The dark manſion is tapiſted with flink, 
They ſee nothing but liorrible viſions: 
They have. but 3 and deriſions, 
Of foul fiends, and blaſphemations. 
Their feeling is importable paſſions. 
For melody, miſerable mourning ; 
There was no ſolace, but dolor infinite, 
In bailful beds bitterly burning, 8 
With ſobtng, ſighing, ſorrow, and with ſpite ;: 
Their conſciences their Hearts did ſo bite: 
To hear them flyte, it was a cauſe of care, 
$ in deſpite plunged into deſp.ir. 
A little above that dolurous dungeon, 
We entered into a. country full of care,, 
Where that we-ſaw many a legion, 
Weeping and howling with many a ruthful ratr :- 
What place is that, ſaid I, of bliſs ſo bare? 
She anſwered, and ſaid Purgatory, 
Which purgeth ſoul ere they can come to glory. 
I ſee no pleaſure here, but meikle pain: | 
Wherefore, ſaid 1, leave we tbis ſort in chrall, 
purpoſe never to come here again. | 
But yet I do believe,. and ever ſhall, 
That the true kirk can no ways err at all; 
Such-things to be, as clerks dv conclude, 
Albeit my hope lands moſt in Chriſt's blood: 
Above that, in the third priſon anone, 
We entered in a place of perdition, * 
en Where many babes making dreary moan, 
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Becauſe they lacked the fruition | In 
Of God, which was the great punition 'Y 
Of baptiſm, they lacked the enſenyie, Pai 
Upward we went, and left that mirthleſs menyie, An 
Into a vault above that place of pain, 
Unto the which but ſojourn we aſcended, He 
That was the limb in the which did remain In 
Our fore-fathers, becauſe Adam offended, Th 
Tating the fruit the which was fo offended, | Te 
Many a year they dwelt in that dungeon, W 
With darkneſs and with de ſolation. ; Th 
Then through the earth of nature cold and dry, 

Glad to eſcape hole places perilous; _ Al 
We haſted us jigbt wonder ſpeedily, W 
Yer we' beheld the ſecret marvellous, 2 80 
Ot mines of gold and ſtones precious: 3 


Of ſilver, and every fine metal, | x 
Which to declare, it were too loug to dwell. on 
Up through the water ſhortly we intended, 


Which environs earth withoutten doubt ; Sh 
- Then thr: zhe air ſhortly we aſcended, Tt 
His regions through beholding in and cut, 4 
Which earth and water cloſed round about, 1 
Syne ſhortly upward through the fire we went, . 


Which was the bigheſt and lioteſt element. 
When we had all the elements overpaſt, T1 
That is to ſay, earth, water, air and tire, | 


Upward we went withoptten any reſt, » 
To ſee the heavens was our moſt deſire : a, 
But ere we might win to the heaven's empire, * 
It behoved us to paſs the way full even, 7 
Up turough the ſpheres of the planets ſeven. : 

Firſt to the moon, and viſit all her ſphere, G 
Queen of the ſea, and beauty of the night, 1 
Of nature moiſt and cold, aud nothing clear, D 
For of herſelf ſne hath none other light, T 
But the reflex of Peœbus beams ſo bright, Al 
The twelve figns ſhe paſſeth round about, Ix 
In eight and twenty days withoutten doubt. 

Then we aſcended to Mercurius, P 
Which poets call the god of eloquence : H 


| Right docter- like with terms dehcious. 
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In art expert, and full ot ſapience. | 1 
n was pleaſure to pauſe on his prudence; = 
Painters and poets are ſubject to his cure, | 
And hot and dfy he is of his nature. 
Alſo as cunning aſtrologers ſays, © 
He doth compleat his courſe uaturally, 
la three hundred and eight and thirty days, 
Then upward we aſcended haſtily , 
To fair Venus, where ſhe right luſtily 
Was ſet into a ſeat of ſilver ſheen, * | 
That fair ſreſh goddeſs, that luſty love's queen. 
They pierc'd mine heart her blinks amorous, 
Albeit that ſometime ſhe is changeable ; — 
With coantenance, and chearful coloi ons, 
Sometime right pleaſant, glad and delectable; 
Sometime conſlant, and ſometime variable; 
Yet her beauty reſplendent as the fire, 
Swages the wratk of Mars that god of ire. 
This pleaſant planet, if I can right deſgrive,. 
She is bo h hot and moiſt of her nature: 
This is the cauſe ſhe is prevocative 
To all them that are ſubject to her cure 
To Venus“ works ſo that they may endure, . 
And ſhe eompleat her courſes natural, 
ln twelve months without any fail. 
Then paſt we to the ſphere of Phoebus bright, 
That luſty lamp and lanthern of the heaven: 
Ind gladder of the ſtars with his clear light, 
And principal of all the-planets ſeven, 
And ſet in midſt of them all full even, 
As roy royal rolling into his ſphere, 
Full pleaſantly into his golden chair. 
Whole influence and virtue excellent, 
Giveth the life to every earthly thing: . 
Which prince of every planet precellent, 
Doth foſter flowers, and cauſeth herbs to ſpring 
Thro' the cold earth, and cauſeth birds to ſing: 
Alſo his regular reigning in the heaven, 
Is juſt under the zodiac full even. 
For to deſcrive his diadem royal, 
Bordered about with ſtones BG full bright: 
His golden cart or throne imperial, | 
| 9 A3 Tbe 
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The four fleeds that draweth it full right. 
leave to poets, becauſe I have no ſlight: 
But of his nature he is hot and dry, | 
_ Compleating in one year his courſe truly. 
Then up to Mars in by we haſted us, 
Wonder hot, and dryer than the thunder, - 
His face flaming as fire furious, 
His boaſt and brag mote awful than an hunder, 
Made all the heaven moſt like ro ſhake aſunder: 
Who would behold his countenance and fear, 
Might call him well the god of men of wear. 
With choler red, and look malicious, 
Right eÞoleric of his complexion, 
Auitere, angry, ſoure and ſeditious, 
Principal cauſe of the deſtruction 
Of many good and noble region, 
Were not Venus his ire doth mitigate, 
This world of peace would be right deſolate. 
The god of grief withoutten ſojourning, 
In years two his courſe he doth compleat. 
Then paſt we up where Jupiter the king, 
Sat in his ſphere right amiable and ſweet, 
Complexionate with moiſtneſs and with heat. 
That pleaſant prince, fair, dulce, and delicate, 
Provoked peace, and baniſhed debate. 
The old poets by ſuperſtition, 
Held Jupiter the father principal 
Of all theſe gods, in concluſion, 
Of his prerogative in ſpecial, 
And by his virtues into general, 
To old Saturn he maketh reſiſtance, | 
When in his malice he would work vengeance. 
Thus Jupiter withoutten ſojourning, 
Paſſeth through all the twelve ſigns full even 
In years twelve: Then without tarrying, 
We paſt into the higheſt of the ſeven, 
To Saturnus, which troubleth all the heavens;) 
With heavy chear, and colour pale as lead, 
In him we ſaw but dolor to the dead. 1 
And cold and dry is he of his nature, 
Foul like an owl, of evil condition, 
Right unpleaſant he is vf poi traitour, 
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His intoxicate diſpoſition, 
It puts all things in perdition: 
Ground of ſickneſs and melancholius 
Petverſe and poor, both falſe and envious. 
His quality I cannot love but lack, 
As for this moving narural but weer, 
About the ſigns of all the Zodiack, 
He doth compleat his courle in thirty year: 
And ſo we left him in his ſroſty ſphere : 
Upward we did aſcend incontinent, 
But reſt, till we came to the firmament. 
The which was fixed full of ſtars bright, 


Whoſe influence and right excellent right, 

And whoſe number cannot be put in write, 

Yet cunning clerks do naturally indite, 

How he doth end his courſe withoutten weer, 

In the ſpace of an hundred and thirty year. 
Then the ninth ſphere and mover princjpal, 

Of all the reſt, we viſit all the heaven, 

Whoſe daily motion is continual, 

Both firmament and all the planers ſeven, 

From eaſt to weſt making them go fall even, 

Into the ſpace of four and twenty years ; 

Yet by the mind of the aſtronomers. 

The ſeven planets into their proper ſpheres, 

From eaſt to weſl they move naturally: 


As I have ſhown before eſpecially : 

Whole motion cauſeth continually, 

Right melodious harmony and ſound, 

And all thro* moving of theſe planets round. 
Then mounted we with right fervent deſire, 


Up through the heavens called the cryſtalline ; | 


And ſo we entered into the heavens empire, 
Which to deſcrive it paſſeth mine engine, 
Where God into his holy throne divine, 
Reipns in his glory ineſtimable, 
With angels clear which are innumerable. 

In order nine theſe ſpirits glorious 
Are divided, the which excellently, 
Making loving with ſound melodious: 


* 


Of figure round, right pleaſant and perfte : 


Some ſwift, ſome ſlow, as to their kind effears, 
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Seeing Sanctus right wonder fervently. 
Theſe orders nine they are ſull pleaſantly 
Divided into biera-chies three, 
And three orders in every hierarchie. 
The loweſt order are the angels bright;. 
As meſſengers to this low region: | 
The ſecond order's arch-angel full of might, 
Virtues, porteſtats, pr incipats of renown. 
The ſixth is called domination: 
The ſeventh thronus, the eighth high cherubin, 
The niath and higheſt called Seraphin; 
And next unto the bleſſed Trinity, 
In his triumphant throne imperial, 
Three into One, and one ſubſtance in I hree,, 
Whoſe indivilible eſſence eternal, 
The rude ingine of m inkind is too ſmall. 
To comprehend ; whoſe power infigite, 
And divine nature, no creature can write. 
So mine ingine is not ſufficicnt, 
For to treat of his high divinity : 
All mortal men are inſufficient. 
To conſider thele three in unity. 
Such ſubtle matter I muſt needs let be, 
To ſtudy on my creed it were full fair, 
And let doctors of ſuch matters deelare. 
Then we beheld the bleſt humanity 
Of Chriſt fitting upon his ſeat royal, 
At the right hand of the Divinity: 
With an excellent court celeſtial, 
Whoſe exercition continual . 
Was in loving their Prince with reverence, 
And on this wiſe they keeped ordinance. 
Next to the throne we ſaw the Queen of queens, 
Well companied with ladies of delight; 
Sweet was the ſong of theſe bleſſed virgins, 
No mortal man their ſolace may endite, 
The angels bright innumerable infinite, 
Every order into their own degree, 
Were officers unto the Deity. 8 
Patriarchs and prophets honourable, 
Collateral counſellers in his conſiſtory : 
Evangeliſts, Apoſtles yenerable, 
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Were captains unto the king of glory, 
Which chiftain-like had won the victory, 
Of that triumphant court celeſtial : F 
Saint Peter was lieutenant general, | 
The wartyrs were as noble ſtalwart knights 
Diſcomfiters, of cruel battles three, | 
The fleſh, the world, the fiend and all their mights, 
Confeflors, doctors in divirity, 
As chappel-clerks unto his Deity ; 
And laſt we ſaw infinite multitude, 
Making ſervice unto his Celſitude. 
Which by the high divine permiſſion, 
Felicity they had invariable, 
And of his God-head clear cognition, 
And compleat peace they had interminable z, 
Their glore and honor was inſeparable : | 
That oleaſant place repleat of pulchritude, 
Unmeaſurable it was of magnitude, 
There is plenty of all pleaſures perfect, 
And clear brightneſs without obſcurity, 
Withoutten dolor, vulcor and delite; 
Withoutten rancour, perfect charity: 
Withoutten hunger, ſatiability: 
O happy are the ſouls predeſtinate, 
When ſoul and body ſhall ve glorificate. 
Theſe marvellous mirths for to declare 
By arithmetick, they are innumerable ; 
The portraiture of that palace perclare, 
By geometry it is unmeaſurable, 
By rhetorick alſo inpronounceable.; 
There is no ears may hear, nor eyes may ſee, 
Nor heart may think this their felicity ; 
Wherefore ſhould I preſume for to endite, 
he which ſaint Paul, that doctor ſapient, 
annot expreſs, nor into paper write, 
he high excellent work indeficient, 
nd perfect pleaſures ever permanent, 
in preſence of that mighty king of glore, 
Vhich was, and is, and ſhall be evermore. 
At Remembrance I humbly did deſire, 
{1 might in that pleaſure ſtill remain. 
ad ſhe, againſt reaſon is thy deſire, 
| £15 Wherefore, 
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46 The Dream of 
_ Wherefore, my friend, than muſt return again 
Into the world, where thou mnſt ſuffer pain, 
And tbole the death with cruel pains fore, 
Ere thou begin to reign with him in glore. 
Then we returned, ſore againſt my will, 
Down through the ſpheres of the heavens clear: 
Her commandment behoy*d I to full, — 
With ſorry heart wot ye, withoutten weer, 
I would full fain have ſtayed there all year; 
But ſhe ſaid to me, there is no remead, 
Ere thou remaineſt here firſt thou muſt be dead. 
Said I, I pray you hearti!;, madame, 
Since that we have ſuch contemplation 
Of heavenly pleaſures ; yet ere we paſs hame, 
Let us have ſome conſideration 
Of earth, and her ſituation. 
She anſwered and ſaid, That ſhall be done. 
So were we brought into the air full ſoons 
Where we might ſee the earth albat one ſight, 
But like a mote fo it appear'd to me, 
In the reſpect of the heavens bright. 
I have marvel, ſaid I, how this may be, 
The earth it ſeems of a ſmall quantity ? 
The leaſt ſtar fixed in the firmament, - 
Is more than all the earth, by my judgment. 
Said: ſhe, ſon, thou haſt ſhown the verity,. 
The ſmalleſt ſtar fixt in the firmament, 
Indeed iz oſ a greater quantity + 
Than all the earth, after the intent 
Of the wiſe and cunning clerks ſapient. 
What quantity is then the earth, ſaid !? 
That ſhall I ſhow, faid ſhe, to thee-ſhortly.. 
After the names of the aſtronomers, : 
And ſpecially the auchor of the ſphere,. 
And other divers great philoſophers, 
The quantity of the-earth circular, 
Is fifty thouſand leagues withourt.n weer, 
Seven hundred and fifty and one mo, 
- Dividing ay one league in miles two: 
And every mile ia eight ſtades divided, 
Each ſtade an hundred pace twenty and five ; 
A pace five foot, who would them right divide :. 
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\ foot four palm, as I can right deſerive: 
palm four inch: and wWhoſo would believe 
he circuit of the earth paſs round about, 
{uſt be conſidered in this wiſe, no doubt. 
Suppoſe that there were no impediment, 

at that the earth but peril were and plain, 
den that a perſon were right diligent, _ 
nd went each day ten leagues, in certain, 

e might paſs round about, ard come again 

1 four years, and fifteen weeks, and days two, 
o read the author, and thou ſhalt find it ſo. 


"The Diviſion of the Earth, 
HEN certainly ſhe took me by the hand, 


And ſaid, my fon, come on thy way with me. 


nd ſo ſhe made me clearly underſtand, 
ow that the earth divided was in three. 
Africa, Europe and Aſia, _ | 
ſtor the mind of the Coſmographours ; 
That is to ſay, the two world's deſcriptures, 
Firſt, Aſia is contained in the orient, 
nd is well more than both the other twain : 
rica and Europe in the occident. 
Ind are divided by the ſea certain, 
Ind that is called the ſea Mediterran, 
Thich at the ſtrait of Marock hath entry, 
hat is between Spanyie and Barbarie. 
Toward the ſouth welt lieth Africa; 
In the north-weſt Europe doth ſtand, 
nd all the eaſt containeth Aſia, 
u this wiſe is divided the firm land. 
t were meikle ſor me to take in hand, 
heſe regions to declare in ſpecial, | 
et ſhall I ſhow their names in general, 
In many divers famous regions, 
divided this part of Aſia, | | 
ell pleniſht with cities, towers and towns, 
te great Inde and Meſopotamia, | 
entapolis, Perſia, and Syria, 
ppadocia, Seres, and Armenie, 


abylon, Chaldea, Parth and Arabie. 
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Sydon, Judea, and Paleſtina, 
Upper Scythia, Jare and Galilee, 
Ay pheria,” Bactria and Paleſtina, 
Hircania, Gampegina and Samaria, 
In little Aſia ſtands Galatie, 
Pamphilia, Ifauria and Lede, 
Ruegia, Arthuſia, Aﬀſyria and Mede. 
Secondly, we conſidered Africa, 
With many fruitful tamous regions, 
As Ethiopie and Tripohrana, os thr 
Zeuges, where ſtanderh that triumphant town, 
Of noble Carthage, that city of renown, 
Garamentes, Napaber and Lybia, 
Egypt alio and Mauritania. 
Fez, with Numidie, and Tingitane, 
Of Africa, theſe are the principal. 
Then Europe we conſidered in certain, 
Whole regions ſhortly rehearfe I ſhall : 
Thele principal I find above them all, 
Which arc Spanyie, Italy and France ; 
Whole ſub regions were meikle to advance. 
Neither gcythia; Thrace and Caramanie, 


* 


Auſtria, Hiltria, and Pannonia; 
Denmark. Gothland, Grunland, and Almanie; 


Pole, Hungary, Boem, Norica, Rhetica, 

Helvetia, and divers countries ma. 

Alſo in four divided is Italie, | 

Tuſcane, Hetruria, Naples and Cumpanie. 
And ſub-divided ſundry other ways 

As Lumbardie, Venice and other ma, 

Calaber, Romanes, and Genoways *"” 


»In Greece, Epirus and Dalmatia, 


Theſſalia, Africa and Myria, 
Achaia, Beotica and Macedon, 
Arcadie, Pierie, and Lacedemon, 
And France we ſaw divided into three, 
Belgica, Celtica, and Aquitane ; 
And ſub-divided in Flanders, Picardy, 


Normandy, Gaſcoign, Burgundy and Bretagne; 


And other divers Dutcheries in certain,' 


The which were too long for to declare: 
Wherefore of them as now I ſpeak no mare. 


. 


In 


Sir David Lindſay. 
paflyie lies Caſtile and Arragone, . - 
Navar, Galice, Portugal, and Granate. 
Then ſaw we famous iſles many one, 
Which in the ocean ſea were ſituate, 
Them to deſcrive my wits were deſolate ; 
of Coſmography I am nor ſo expert, 
For I did never ſtudy in that art. 
Yet I ſhall ſome of their. names 
As Madagaſcar, Gades, and Tapreban, 
And other divers iſles both good and fair, 
Situate into the ſea Miditerran ; 23 
As Cyper, Caddie, Corſica and Saban, 
Crete, Abydos, Thoes and Sicilia, 
Tapſus, Eolie, and many others ma. 
Who would at length hear the deſcription 
Of every iſle, as well as the firm land, 
And property of every region, 
To ſtudy and to read muſt take in hand, 
All the authentick works to underſtand 
Of Plinius and worthy Ptolemie, _ 
Who were expert into Coſmographie. 
There ſhall they find the names and properties 
Of every iſle, and each region; 
Then 1 enquired of earthly | 
Of the which Adam loſt poſt 
Then ſhewed ſhe,me the ſituation 
Of that precelling place full of delite, 
Whoſe properties were long for to endite, 


Of Paradiſe. 


* 
HIS paradiſe of all pleaſures perfect, 
Situate I ſaw into the orient: - 
That glorious earth of every flower doth fleet, 
The luſty lilies, and roſes redolent, 
Freſh wholeſome fruits indeficient. | 
Both herb and tree there groweth ever green, 
Through virtne of the temperate air ſerene, 
The ſweet wholeſome aromatick odors, 
Proceeding from the herbs mediginal : | 
The heavenly hew. of thoſe fragrant flowers. 
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It was a ſight wonder celeſtial. 
The perfection to ſhow in ſpecial, 
And joys of the region divine, 2 
+ Of mankind it exceedeth the ingine. 
And eke ſo high ia ſituat ion, 
Surmounting the mid region of the air: 
Where no manner of perturbation 
Of weather may aſcend ſo high as there. 
For floods flowing from a fountain fair, 
As Tygres, Ganges. Euphrates and Nile, 
Which in the eaſt tranſcurreth many a mile. 
The country tloſed is about full rights 
54 walls high of hot and burning fit e, 

And ſtrait uy keeped by an angel bright. 

Since the eparting o Z Adam our grand(yr, 
Which throughthis crime incurred God's ire, 
And of that place loſt the poſſeſſion, 

Both for himſelf and his ſucceſſion. 

When this loveſome lady Remembrance, 
All this foreſaid, had caus'd me underſtand, 
I prayed her of” her benevolence, 

To ſhow me the country of Scotland, 
Well ſon, ſaid ſhe, that ſhall I take in hand: 


So ſuddenly ſhe brought me in certain, 


Even juſt above the broad iſle of Britain. 


Which ſtandeth north-weſt into the ocean ſea, 


'And divided into famous regions two : 

The ſouth part England a full rich countrie, 
Scotland the north, with many iſles mo, 
By weſt England, Ireland doth ftand alſo, 
Whoſe properties I will not take in hand 
To ſhow art length, but only of Scotland. 


Of the Realm of Scotland. 


W HIC H after my ſimple intendment, 
And as Remembrance did to me report, 

I ſhall declare the truth and veriment : 

As I beſt can, and into terms ſhort, 

Wherefore effectually I you exhort, 

Albeit my writing be not to advance, 


f Yet where I fail, excuſe mine ignorance. 
Whes 


Sir David Lindſay. 


When that I had o'erſeen this region, 
The which of nature is both good and fair ; 
| did propone a little queſtion, 

Beſceching her the ſame for to declare, 
What is the cauſe our bounds been fo bare, 
Said I, or what doth move our miſery ? 

Or where from doth proceed cur poverty? 

For through the ſupport of your high prudence, 
Of Scotland I perceive the properties: 8 
Alſo conſider by experience, 

Of this country the great commodities ; 
Firſt, the abundance of fiſhes in our ſeas, 
And fruitful mountains for our beſtial, 
And for our corn ſull many luſty vale. 
The rich rivers pleaſant and profitable, 
The luſty lochs with fiſhes of ſundry kinds; 
Hunting, hawking, for nobles convenable, 
Forreſts full of due, roe, harts and hinds, 
The freſh fountains whoſe hole ſome cryſtal ſtrands + 
Refreſhing ſo the flourifhing green meads, —— 
$0 lack we nothing that to nature needs. 

Of every metal we have the rich mines, 

Both gold, and ſilver, and ſtones precious; 
Albeit we lack the ſpices and the wines, 

Or other ſtrange fruits delicious, | 
We haye as good, and more needful for us: 


Meat, drink, fire, cloaths might there be caus'd abound ' 


Which elſe is not into the map found. 
More fairer men, nor of greater ingine, 

Nor of more ſtrength, great deeds for to endure : 

Wherefore I pray you, that you would define 

The principal cauſe wherefore we are ſo poor? 

For I marvel greatly, I you Affure, 

Conſidering the people and the ground 

That riches ſhould not in this realm abound, 
My fon, ſaid ſhe, by my diſcretion, 

I ſhall make anſwer, as I underſtand : 

I ſay to thee, under confeſſion, | 

The fault is not, I dare well take in hand, 

Neither unto the people, nor the land. 

As for the land, it lacks none other thing 

But labour, and the people's governing. 


Then 
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Then wherein lies our inproſperity. 7; 
Said I, I pray you heartfully, madam, W 
You ſhall declare to me the verity? 7 * 
Or who ſhall bear of our barren the blame? 5 
For, by my truth, to ſee I think great ſhame, Ty 
So pleaſant people, and fo fair a land, An 
And ſo few virtuous deeds taken in hand. | 

Said the, I ſhall after my ſmall judgment, Do 
| Declare ſome cauſes into general! Tc 
= And into terms ſhort ſhow mine intent, An 
= - And then tranſcend into more ſpecial, 7. 
= So this is my concluſion final, . Hy 

Lacking of juſtice, policy and peace, 80 
Are cauſe of this unhappineſs, alas ! | 

It is difficile riches to encreaſe, of 
Where policy maketh no reſidence : 1 
And policy may never have entreſs, W 

But where that juſtice did its diligence, Bu 
To puniſh where there may be found offence. Ha 
Juſtice may not have domination, Ba 
But where peace myketh habitation. | 

What is the cauſe then would 1 underſtand, Ty 
That we ſhould lack juſtice and policy, Th 
More than doth France, Italy, or England ? An 
Madam, faid I, ſhow me the verity, TI 

Since we have many laws in this country, Bu 
Why lack we of laws exercition, W 
Why would put juſtice to execution ? | 

Wherein doth ſtand our principal remead ? 1 
Or who may make amends for this miſchief? 

Said the, I find the fault into the head ; A 

For they in whom dot ly our whole relief By 
I find them root and ground of all our grief: W 
For when the heads they were not diligent, . W 
The members muſt of needs be negligent. An 

So I conclude, the cauſes principal w 
Of all the troubles of this nation, | 
Are in the princes into ſpecial, i = TY 
The which have the gubernation, | 82 

And of the people domination: | If 
Whoſe continual exercition Sa 


Should be in juſtice execution 


For 


- 


For when the ſlothful herd doth ſlug and ſleep, 
Taking no care in keeping of his flock : 
Who would go ſearch among ſuch herds ſheep, 
May able find many poor ſcabbed crock : 
And going wild at large withoutten lock, 
Then Lupus comes, and Laurence in a ling, 
And without ruth the filly ſheep down thring. 
But the good herd wakrife and diligent, 
Doth ſo that all the flock are ruled right, 
To whoſe whiſſel are all obedient ; 
And if the wolves do come by day or night 
Them to devore, then they are put to flight, | 
Hunted and flain by their well daunted dogs, 
So are they ſure both of ews, lambs and hogs. - 
So I conclude through the negligence 
Of our fatuate heads inſolent, 2 
Is cauſe of all this realm's indigence, 
Which in juſtice have not been diligent ; 
But to good counſel diſobedient, 
Having ſmall eye unto the common weal, - 
But to the ſingular profit every deal. 
For when theſe wolves by oppreſſion, . - 
The poor people but pity do oppreſs, 
Then ſhould the princes make punition, 
And cauſe theſe rebels for to make redreſs, -. 
That riches might by policy increaſe : 
But right difficile it were to make remead, ©. 
When that the fault is ſo into the head. 


The Complaint of the Common - wealth of Scotland. 


AN D thus as we were walking to and fro, 
We ſaw a boiſterous beern come o'er the bent, 

But horſe, on foot as faſt as he might go, 
Whole raiment was all ragged, torn and rent, 
With viſage lean, as he had faſted Lent» 
And forward faſt his way he did advance, 
With a right melancholius countenance. 

With ſcrip on hip, and. pike - ſtaff in his hand, 
As he had purpoſed to paſs from hame: 
Said I, good- man, I would fain underſtand, 


If that you pleaſe, to ſhow what were your name? 


Said he, my ſon, of ol I think great ſhame?. .. 


Sir David. Lindſay, 33 
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But ſince ye would of my name have a feel. Ar 
'Forſooth they call me John the Common-weal, 80 
Sir Common weal, who hath you ſo diſguiſed? 
Said Il, or what makes you ſo miſerable? Fo 
| L have marvel to ſee you fo ſurpriſed, Fo 
= The which that I have ſeen ſo honorable : W 
| To all the world you have been profitable, Tl 
| And well honor'd in every. nation : Fo 
| How happens now your tribulation? _ Ar 
| Alas ! ſaid he, thou ſeeſt how it doth ſtand 
_ - With me, and how I am diſcheriſhed, De 
| Of all my grace, and muſt paſs from Scotland, + de 
| And go where I before was cheriſhed, Lo 
Remain I here, I am but periſhed, Ta 
For there are few to me that taketh tent, Tt 
Which makes me go thus ragg'd, riven and rent. Tl 
My tender friends are all paſt to the flight, 8 
For policy is fled again in France: Li 
My ſiſter Juſtice almoſt hath loſt her ſight, Ar 
That ſhe cannot hold rightly the ballance, Kr 
Plain wrong is captain of the ordinance, Tt 
The which debarreth lawty and reaſon, Tt 
And ſmall remead is found for open treaſon, Tt 
Into the ſouth. alas! I was near ſlain, 
O'er all the land I could find no relief: Fa 
Almoſt between the Mers and Lochmabane, By 
I could not know a leel man by a thief. 
* To ſhow their reef, theft, murder and miſchief, Ye 
; And vicious works, it would infect the air, W 
Alſo too longſome for me to declare. W 
Into the Highland I could find no remead, | 
But ſuddenly I was put to exile : $a 
Thoſe ſweer ſwingers they took of me no heed, Of 
Not among them let me remain a while, By 
Alſo in the out-iſles, and. in Argyle, 4 i 
Unthrift, ſweerneſs, falſhood, poverty and ſtrife, Te 
But Policy in danger of her life. | An 


In the Law-land I came to ſeek refuge, | 
And purpos'd there to make my refidence : | 
But ſingular profit caus'd me ſoon diſlodge, 

And did me great injuries and offence ; 
And faid to me, Soon, harlot hie thee hence, 


* 


Sir David Lindſay. 
And in this country ſee thou take no cures, 
8o long as mine authority endures. 

And now I may no longer make debate, 
For | know not to whom I ſhoutd me mean: 
For I have ſought all the ſpiritual ſtate, n 
Which took no count for to hear me complain: 
Their officers they held me at diſdain, 

For Simony he rules up all that rout, 
And Covetice that churl caus'd bar me our. 

Pride hath chaſed from them humility, 
Devotion is fled unto the friers ; 

Senſual pleaſure hath baniſht chaſtity : 
Lords of religion they go like ſeculers, 
Taking more count in telling their deniers, - 
Than they do of their conſtitution : 
Thus are we blinded by ambition. 

Our gentle-men are all degenerate : 
Liberality and lawty both are loſt, 
And covetice with lords laureat ; 
Knightly courage turned to brag and boaſt ; 
The civil war miſguideth every hoſt : 
There is nought elſe, but each man for himſelf, 
That makes me go thus baniſht like an elf. 

Therefore adicu, I make no longer tarry : 

Farewel, ſaid I, and with ſaint John to borrow : 
But wot ye well mine heart was wondrous fory, 
When Common-weal ſo ſopped was in ſorrow. 
Yet after the night commeth the glad morrow ; 
Wherefore, I pray you, ſhow me in certain, 
When that you purpoſe for to come again ? 

That queſtion it ſhall ſoon be decided, 
Said he, there ſhall no Scot have comforting 
Of me until I ſee the country guided 
By wiſdom of a good and prudent king, 
Which ſhall delight him moſt above all thing, 
To put juſtice ta execution, 
And on ſtrong traytors make punition. 

And yet to thee I ſay-another thing. 
I ſee right well that proverb is full true, 
Wo to the realm that hath too young a king. 
With that he turn'd his back and ſaid, Adieu. 
O'er firth and fell right faſt from me he flew - 


Whoſe 
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Whoſe departing to me Was diſpleaſand. 


With that Remembrance took me by the hand. An 
- And ſoon I thought ſhe brought me to the roch, Ha 
And to the cave where | began to ſleep; An 
With that a ſhip did ſpeedily approach, 
Full pleaſantly ſailing upon the deep, Th 
And then did flack her fails, and *gan to creep Of 
Toward the land, forenent that where I lay ; Th 
But wot you well, I got a fellon fray. _- WI 
All her great cannons ſhe let crack at once, Ha 
Down ſhook the ſtreamers from the top caſte] ; No 
They ſpared not the powder nor the ſtones 2 An 
They ſhot theic boats, aud down tbeir anchors fell: Sin 


Their mariners they. did ſhout and yell; 


Then haſtily I ſtart out of my dream, An 
Half in a fray, and ſpeedily paſt home. - Gr. 
And lightly dined with liſt and appetite,--. Dr. 
Then after paſt into an orator, | An 
took my pen, and there began to write An 
All the viſion that I have ſhown before. Ha 
Sir, of my dream, as now thou gets no more. An 
But I beſeech God for to {end thee grace, An 
To rule thy realm in unity and peace. . An 
{ 

The Exhortation to the King's Grace. 4 

SIR, ſince that God of his preordinance, To 
Hath granted thee to have the governance D 
Of his people, and created thee a king, 70 
Fail nat to print in thy remembrance, s 
That he will not excuſe thine igsorance, 4 


If thou be careleſs in thy governing: w 
Wherefore addreſs thee above all other thing, , 
Of his laws to keep obſervance, 


If thou think long in royalty to reign. = 
Thank him that hath commanded dame Nature, - 5 
To paint thee of ſo pleaſant portraitour, At 


Her gifts they may be clearly on thee known: 
To dame Fortune thou needs no procatour, 
For ſhe hath largely ſhown en thee her cure, 
Her gratitude ſhe hath unto thee ſhown ; - ' 


Sir Davil Lindſay. : 


And fince that thou muſt reap as thou haſt ſown, {4 14 

Have all thy hope on God the Creator, V4 

And ask him grace, that than mayſt be his own. 14 
And then conſider thy vocation, 2 | 

That for to have the gubernation | ; 

Of this kingdom thou art predeſtinate. . | | 

Thou mayſt well know by true narration, 'F 

What ſorrow and what tribulation 

Hath been in this poor realm infortunate; 1 

Now comfort them that hath been deſolate, 1 

And of thy people have compaſſion, .. | 

Since.thou by God art ſo preordinate. | — 14 
Take manly courage, and leave inſolence, 14 

And nie counſel of noble dame Prudence ; 

Ground thee firmly on faith and fortitude ; 

Draw to the court juſtice aud temperance, 

And to thy common-wealth have attendance, 

And alſo 1 beſeech thy celſitude, . 1 bs 

Hate vicious men, and love them that are good: 1 

And each flatterer thou fleem from thy preſence, | 

And falſe report out of thy court exclude, | | 
Do equal juſtice both to great and ſmall, 

And be example to the people all, 

Exerciſing virtuous deeds honorable, | 

Be not a wretch for ought that may befal; 

To that unhappy vice it thou be thral, 

To all men thou ſhalt be abominable. 

Kings nor knights are never convenable 

To rule the people, be they not liberal, 

Was never yet no wretch too honorable. 
And take example of the wretched ending, | 

Which made Midas of Thrace, the mighty king, j 

That to his gods made invocation, i 

Through greedineſs, that all ſubſtantial thing 


That e er he toucht, ſhould turn but tarrying 1 1 

Into fine gold ; he got his ſupplication; 13 

All that he toucht without delation _ 
Turned into gold, both meat, drink and clothing, = 8 

And died for hunger without recreation. | 2 
And I beſeech thy majeſty ſerene, —_—_— 
(08 from lechery thou keep thy body clean: 1 


Taſte never that intoxicate poiſon ; 
| From 
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From that unhappy ſenſual ſin abſtain, 

Till that thou get a luſty pleaſant queen, 

Then take thy pleaſure with thy beniſon: 

Take heed how prideful Tarquin loſt his crown, 

For the defloring of Lucrece the ſhcen, 

And was depriv'd and baniſht Rome's town. 
Aad in deſpite of his lecherous living, 

The Romans would be ſubject to no king, 


Many long years, as ſtories do record, 


Till Julius by virtuous governing, 

And princely-courage gan on them to reign, }.. 
And choſen of Romans emperor and lord. 
Wherefore, my ſovereign, in thy. migd xemord,” 
That vicious life makes oft an evil ending, 
Except it be by ſpecial grace reſtor'd.;' 


And if thou wouldſt thy fame and honor grew, 


Uſe counſel of thy pr udent lords tire W; 

And ſee thou not pre ſumptuouſly pretend 

Thine -own particular. will for to enſew. 

Work with counſel, ſo ſhalt thou never rewv. - 

Remember of thy friends the fatal end, 

Which to gaad counſel would not condeſcend, 

Till bitter death, alas! did them purſue, 

From ſuch unhap, I pray God thee defend. 
And finally, remember thou muſt die, 


And ſuddenly paſs from this mortal ſea, 


And art not ſicker of thy life two hours: 
Since there is- none from that ſentence may flee, 


King, queen, nor knight, of low eſtate nor hie, 
Where are they gone thoſe popes and emperors ?. 


Be they not dead ? So ſhall it fare on thee, 
Is no zemead, ſtrength, riches, and honors. . 
And ſo with concluſion, 
Make: you proviſion, . 
To get the. intuſion 
Of his high Grace, | 
Which bled with effuſion, . 
With ſcorn and deriſion, 
And died with confuſion 
Confirming your pe ace. 
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JR DAVID LINDSAY, of the Mount, directed te 
the King's Grace. | 


CIR, I beſeech thine excellence, 

Hear my complaint with patience : 
My dolent heart doth'me conſtrain 
Of mine infortune to complain, 
Albeit I ſtand in great doubtance, 
Whom I ſhould blame of my miſchance, 
Whether Saturnus cruelty, 
Reigning in my nativity, . 
By bad aſpects which work vengeance, 
Or other heavenly influence ; 
Or ff I be predeſtinate, 
In court to be infortunate, 
Which have ſo long in ſervice been, 
Continnally with king and queen, 
And entered to thy majeſty, 
The day of thy nativity : 
Wherethrough my friends been aſhamed, 
And with my foes I am defamed 
Secing that I am not regarded, 
Nor with my brethren of court rewarded ; 
Blaming my ſlothful negligence, 
That ſeeks not for ſome recompence. 
When divers men do me demand, 
Why getſt thou not ſome piece of land, 
As well as other men have gotten ? 
Then wiſh I to be dead and rotten, 
With ſuch extreme diſcomforting, 
That I can make no anſwering. | 
would ſome wiſe men did me teach, 
Whether that I ſhould flatter or fleech : 
will not flyt, that I conclude, 
for crabbing of thy celſitude: 
And to flatter, I am defamed ; 
Lack I reward, then am I ſhagned : 
but I hope thou ſhalt do as well, 
$ did the father Famel, 


Of 
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Of whom Chriſt, maketh mention, =- 
Who for a certain penſion, '- * © 
Hired men to work in his vineyard: | 
But who came laſt got firſt reward, "FF 
Wherethrough the Air men were diſpleaſed, 
But he them prudently appeaſed _ 
For though the laſt men firſt were ſerved, 
Yet got the firſt what they deſerved. 
So am I ſure thy majeſty * N 
Shall once regard me ere I die, 
And rub the ruſt off mine engine, 
Which is for languor like to tine: 
Although I bare not like a bard, 
Long Review earneth ay reward. 
I cannot blame thine excellence, 
That I fo long lack recompenſe; 
Had I ſoliſted like the lave, 
My reward had not been to crave: 
But now I may not underſtand, 
A dumb man yet wan never land ; 
And in the court men pets nothing 
Without importunate aſking. 
Alas! my floth and 'ſhamefaſtneſs 
Debar'd me from all greedineſs ; 
Greedy men that are diligent, 
Right oft do obtain their iatent, 
And fail not for to conqueſs lands, 
And namely at young princes hands. 
But I took never no other cure 
In ſpecial, but for thy pleaſure : 
But now I am no more deſpar'd, 
But I ſhall get princely reward. | 
The which ſhall be-to me more glore, 
Than them thou didſt reward before. 
* When men do aſk ought at a king, 
Should aſk his grace a noble thing, 
To his Excellence honourable, 
And to the aſker profitable, 
Though I be in mine aſking ſlidder, 
I pray thy grace for to conſider, . . 
Thou haſt both made lords and lairds, 
And haſt given many rich rewards - 


— 


| Sir David Lindſay. 
To them which were full far to ſeek, 
nen lay nightly by thy cheek : 
take the queen's grace, thy, mother, 
My lord chancellor, and many other, 
Thy nurſe, and thine old miſtreſe, 
[take them all to bear witneſs ; 

od Willie Dillie were he alive, 

My life full well he could defcrive, 
How as a chapman bears his pack. 

| bare thy Grace wpon my back ; 

And ſometimes ſtridlings on my neck, 
Dancing with many bend and beck. 
The firſt ſy llabs that thou didſt mute, 
Was pa-da-lyne upon the lute. 

Then plaid I twenty ſprings perqueer 
Which were great pleaſure for to hear, 
from play thou never let me reſt ; 

But ginterton thou lik'd ay beſt, 

And when thou cameſt from the ſchool], 
Then I behov'd to play the fool: 

fs I at length into my dream, 

ly ſundry ſervice did expream. 
hough ir be better, as ſaith the wile, 
Hap to the court, than good ſervice: 
know thou lov'ſt me better than, 

hen now ſome wife doth her good-man ; 
hea men to other did record, 

aid, Lindſay would be made a lord. 
hou haſt made lords, fir, by St. Geil, 
If ſome that have not ſerv'd fo well. 
lo you, my lords, that do ſtand by, 
hail you ſhow the reaſon why: 

{you ſhall tarry, 1 ſhall tell 

ow my misfortune thus befel : 

prayed daily on my knee,, | 
ly young maſter that I might ſe, 
of age in his eſtate royal, 

aving power imperial ; 

ben, truſted I without demand, 

0 be pi omoved to ſome land; 

Put mine aſking I gat tao ſoon, 

ecaule the eclipſe fell in tlie moon, 
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The which all Scotland made on ſteer, 
Then did my purpoſe run areer, 

The which were longſome to declare: 
And eke mine heart is wonder fair, 
When I have in remembrance, 3 
The ſudden change of my miſchance : 
The king was but twenty, years of age, 


When new rulers came in their rage, 


For common weal not taking care, 
But for their profit ſingular 


Imprudently like witleſs fools, 
They took the young prince ſrom the ſchools, 


Where he underſtood obedience, 
Was learning virtue and ſcience, 


And haſtily put in his hand, 


The governance, of all Scotland: 


As who would in a ſtormy blaſt, 


When mariners been all agaſt, 
Through danger :of the ſea's rage, 
Would take a child of tender age, 


Which never had been on the lea, 


And to his bidding all obey, 

Giving him the whole governal, 
To ſhip, merchant, and marinal, 
For dread of rocks, and for land, 
To put the ruther in his hand: 
Without God's grace is no refuge, 
It there be danger ye may judge. 

J give them to the devil of hell, 
That firſt deviſed that counſel; 

1 will not ſay it was treaſon 
But I dare [wear is was no realon - 
1 pray God let me ne'er ſee reign _ * 
Into this realm ſo young a king. 

I may not tarry to decide it, 


How then the church a while was puiced, 


By them that partly took in hand, 


To guide the king and all Scotland ; 
And eke longſome for to declare, 
Their facund flattering words fair; 
Sir, ſome would ſay, your majeſty 
Shall now go to your liberty; 
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Thou ffalt to no man be coacted, 

Nor to the ſchool no more ſubjected. 

We think them very natural fools, 

That learn o'er meikle at the ſchools ; 

Sir, you muſt learn to turn a ſpear, 

And guide you like a man of wear : 

For we ſhall put ſuch men about you, 

That all the world and mo ſhall doubt you.“ 
Then to his Grace they put a guard, 
Which haſtily got tlieir reward, 

Each man after their quality, 

They did ſoliſt his Majeſty 

Some caus'd him revel at the racket, 

Some harPd him to the hurlie hacker. 

And ſome to ſhow their courtly corſes, 
Would ride to Leith and run their horſes, 


Caſting gammons with bends and becks, 
For wantonnels ſome broke their necks ; 
There was no play but cards and dice, 
And ay Sir Flattery bare the price. 
Rounding and rooking age to another, 
Take you my part, ſaid he, my brother, 
And make between us ſicker bands, 
When ought ſhall vaik among our hands, 
That each man ſtand to help his fellow; 
I hold thereto man, by alballow, 

So you fiſh not within my bounds : 

Thar ſhall I not, by great wounds, 

Said he, but rather take thy part. 

So ſhall I do, by my heart. 

And if the theſaurer be our friend, 
Then ſhall we both get tack and tiend : - 
Take he our part, then who dare wre ng ue, 
And we ſhall part the pelf among ue. 
But haſte us while the king is young, 
But let each man keep well his torque, 
And in each quarter have a ſpy, 

Us to advertiſe haſtily, 

When any caſualities | 

Shall happen into our countries. 
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Let us make ſure proviſion, 

Ere he come to diſcretion. I. 

No more he knows than doth a ſaint. 
What thing it is to have or want: 

So ere he come to perfect age, 

We ſhall be ſicker of our wage, 

And let each carl crave another. 
"That mouth ſpeak more, ſaid he, my brother ; 
For, G—d nor I rax in a rope, | 
Thou might'ſt give counſel] to the poſ e. 
Thus labor'd they within few years, 

That they became no pages peers : 

So haflily they mace a band, 

Some gather'd gold, ſome eonqueſt land. 
Sir, ſome would ſay, by faint Denice, 
Give to me ſome fat bene fice, 


And all the profit you thall have; 


Give me the name, take you the lave. 
But by his bulls were well come hame, 
To make ſervice he would thi2k ſhame, 
"Then {lip away withouiten more, 

When he had got what he ſougle for, 
Methoughl:t it was a piteous thing, 

Vo lce that fair young tender king, 

Of whom theſe pallants ſtood no aw, 


To play with him pluck at the craw, 
They became rich, I you aſſure, 


But ay the prince remained poor, 

There was few of that garriſon, 

That learned him a good leſſon; 

But {ome to crack, and ſome to clatter : 
Some play'd the fool, and ſyme did flatter. 
Said one, Devil ſtick me with a knife, 
Bur, fir, I know a maid in Fife, 

One of the luſlieſt wanton laſſes, 
Whereto, ſir, by Mary ſhe paſſes. 
Hold thy tongue. brother ſaid the other, 
I know fairer by fifteen fotlier; 

Sir, when ye pleale to Lithgow paſs, 
There ſhall ye ſee a luſty Jais. 

Now trittle trattle, trow low, 

Said the third man, thou doſt but mow, 
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of Sir David Lindſay 


When his grace comes to fair Stirling, 
There ſhall he ſee a days darling, 

fir, ſaid the fourth, take my counſel, 
And go all to an high bordel ; 

There may ye loup at liberty, 
Withoutten any gravity. 

Thus every man faid for himſelf, 

And did among them part the pelf, 
But I, alas! ere e' er | wiſt, 

Was trodden-down into the duſt : 
With heavy charge withoutten more, 
But I knew never yet whereſore; 

And haſtily before my face, 
Another flipped in my place: 
Which fall lightly got his reward, 
And ftiled was, the antient laird. 
That time I might uke no deſence, 
But took pet force in patience ; 
Praying to lead thema miſchance 
That had the court in governance: 
The which againſt me did malign, 
Contrair the pleaſure of the king: 
For well I know his Grace's mind 
Was ever to me true and kind; 
And contrair their intericion, 

Caus'd pay me well my penſion: 
Though I a while lacked preſence, 
he let me have none indigence. 


w 


When I durſt neither peep nor look, 


Yet would I hide me in a nook, 

To fee theſe. uncouth yanities, 

How they like many buly bees, 

Did occupy their golden hours, 

With help of theſe new governours; 
But my complaint for to compleat, 
got the fowr, and they the ſweet. 
And John Macrerie the king's foo). 
Got double garments againſt yoo). . 
Yet in his moſt triumphant glore, _ 
For his reward got the glengore; 
Now in the court ſeldom he goes, 

In dread men tread upon his toes. 
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As I that time durſt not be ſcen, 

n open court for both mine een: 
Alas! I have no time to tarry, 

To ſhow you all the feery farry, 
How theſe that had the governace, 
Among themſclves rais'd variance. 
And who moſt tp my {kaith co iſented, 


Within few years full fore repented, 


When they could make no remead, 
For they were harl'd ont by tte he id: 
And others took the governing, 


Well worſe than they in all kind thing. 


Thoſe lords took no more regard, 
But who might purchaſe belt reward : 
Some of their friends got benefices, 
And other ſome got biſhoprics : 


For every lord as he thought beſt; 


Brought in a bird to fill the neſt, 


To be a watchman to his marrow, 


They 'gan to draw at the eartharrow. 
Ihe proudeſt prelates of the kirk, 

Were fain to hide in the mirk. 

That time ſo ſailed was their ſiglit, 
Senſyn they might nor thole the light 

Of Chriſt's true golſpel to be ſeen, 

So blinded are their corporal cen 

With wordly luſts ſenſual, 

Taking in realms the governal, 

Both guiding court and ſeſſion, 

Contrair to their profeſſion ; 

Wherefure I think they ſhould have ſhame, 
Of ſpiritual prieſts to take the name; 
For Iſaias into his wark, : 
Calls them dumb dogs that cannot bark, 


That call'd are prieſts, and cannot preach, 


Nor Chriſt's law to the people teach; 
If for to preach been their profeſſion, 

Why ſhould they mell with court or ſeſſion, 
Except it were ia ſpiritual things, 


' Referrir:; unto lo: ds and kings 


Temporal cauſes to be decided, 


If they their ſpiritual office guided, 
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&r David Lind/ay. 


Each man might ſay they did their parts. 
But if they can play at the carts, 
And mollet moylie on a monl, 
Though they had never ſcen the ſchonl, 
Yet at this day, as well as then, 
Will be made ſuch a fpiritual man, 
Princes that ſuch prelates promoves, 
Account thereof to give behoves : 
Which ſhall not paſs without puniſhment, 
Except that they mend and repent; 
And with due miniſtration, 
Work after their vocation, 

| wiſh the thing that will not =, 
The perverſe prelates are ſv hie, 
When once that day be called Lot ds. 
They are occaſſion of diſcords : 
And largely will propines heglit, 
To cauſe each lord with other fight, 
If for their part it may avail: 
do to the purpole of my tale, 
That time in court roſe great debate, 
And every lord did eſtrive for ſtate, 
That all the realms miglit make no redding 
Till on each fide there was no bluod-jhedding 3 
All helded other in land of burgh, 
At Lithgow Melroſs and Edinburgh, 
But to deplore I think great pain, 
Of noble-men that there were ſlain : 
And as longſome to be reported, 
Of them which to the court reſorted, 
As tyrants, traitors and tranſgreſſors, 
And common public plain oppreſſors 
Men murderers, and common theives, 
Into that court got their relieves, 
There were few lords in all theſe lande, 
But to new regeuts made their bands, 
Then roſe a reek ere e'er | wiſt, 
The which could all their bands birſt, 
Then they alone which had the guiding, 

hey could not keep their feet from ſliding : 
but of their lives they had ſuch dread, 
hat they were fain to trot &'er Tweed. 


— 


— _— 
— * 
* 
© 
— rr 


68 


The Complaint ef 


Now, potent prince, 1 ſay to thee, 
]-thank the holy Trinvie, 1 
That I have liv'd to ſee the day, 

That all the world is went away, 

And thou to no man art ſubjected, 

Nor to ſuch counſellors coacted. 

The four great virtnes cardinals, 

I ſee them with the principals ; 

For Juſtice holds ker ſword on hie, 
With her ballance of equity: 

Arne in this realm bath made ſuch order, 


Both tarough mne highland and the border, 


That opprefion and ail his fellows, 
Are hanged high upon the gallows. 
Dame Prudence had thee by the head, 
And temperanc?"doth thy bridle lead. 
] fec dame Force make reſiſtance, 
Bearing the targe ef aſſurance, 

And luſty ludy Chaſtity, 

Haih banifſkt Scuſuality. 

Dame Rickes takes on thee ſach cure, 
I] pray God, that ſhe long endure, 

Of that Poverty dare not be ſeen, 
Into thine houſe for both her een; 
But from thy grace fled many miles, 
Among the hunters in the iſles. 
Diſlimulance dare not ſhow ber face, 
Which wont for to beguile thy Grace. 
Folly is fled ont of the town, 

Which ay was contrair to reaſon : 
Policy and peace begins to plant, 
That virtuous men can never want ; 
And all flothfull idle lowns, 

Shall ſcattered be in the galeyons. 
John upon land been glad, I trow, 
Becauſe the ruſh buſh — his kow : 
So there is nought I underſtand. 
Without good order in this land, 
Except ihe ſpirituality, : 
Praying thy Grace thereto have eye : 


_ Cauſe them make miniſtration, * 
Conform to their vocation: 
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Sir David Lindſay. 
To preach with unfeigned intente, 
And truely uſe the ſacraments, 

After Chriſt's inſtitutions, 

Leaving their vain traditions, 
Which do the ſilly ſheep illude. 

For whom Chriſt Jeſus ſhed his bloood: 
And ſuperſtitious pilgrimages, 

Praying to graven images, 

Expreſs againſt the Lord's commard : 
Ido thy grace to underſtand, 

I thou to men's laws aſſent, 

Againſt the Lord's commandement, 
A: Jeroboam and many mo, 

Princes of Ilrael alſo, 

Conſenters to Idolatry, 

Which puniſht were right piteduſſy, 
and from their realms rooted out, 

do malt thou be withoutten doubt, 
Both here and there withoutten more, 
And lack the everlaſting glore. 

And if thou wilt thine heart incline, 
And keep his blefled law divine, 

As did the faithful patriarchis, 


As did many faithful kings 

Vf Iſrael during their reig1s ; 

As king David and Solomon, 

Who Images would ſuſfer none, 

Jn their rich temple for to ſtand, 
B:cauſe it was not God's command; 
but deſtroyed all idolatry, 

15 in the ſcripture thou may'it fee, 
Yhoſe rich reward was heavenly blitz, 
Vhich ſhall be thine, thou doing this. 
vince thou haſt choſen ſuch a guard, 
Now am I ſure to get reward: 

ind ſince thon art the richeſt king, 
that ever in this realm did reign, 
12. and ſtones precious, 

loſt prudent and ingenious, 

lud haſt thine honour done advance, 
pScotland, England, and in France, 


Both in their words, and in their wa k3: 


70 | The Complaint of 
By martial deeds honourable. 
And are to every virtue able, - 
I know thy grace will not milken me, 
But thou wilt either give or lend me 
Would thy Grace Jend me a day, 

Of gold a thouſand pound or twa-,. 
And I ſhall fix with good intent, 

Thy grace a day of payment, 

With ſealed obligation, 

Under this proteitanon : 

When the baſs and the iſle of Mai, 

Beis ſet upon the mount Sinai; 

When the Lowmond beſide Falkland, 
Beis lifted up to Northumberland ; 
When churchmen earns no dignity, 

Nor wives no ſovereignty 5 


Winter without froſt, now, wind or rain, 


Then ſhall I give the gold again. 

Or I ſhall make to thee payment, 

Aſter the day of Judgment, 

Within a month ar the leaſt, 

When St Peter ſtall make a ſeaſt 

To all the fihers of Aberlady ; 
So thou havetmine acquutance ready; 
Falling thereof, by Saint Pbilan, 

Thy grace gets never a groat again, 
If thou be not content of this, 

1 muſt requeſt the king of bleſs, 

Tnat he to me have fume regard, 

And caule thy grace me to reward: 
For David king of Iſrael. 

Who was the great prophet royal, 
Saith, God hath, whole at his command, 
The hearts of princes in his hand, 
Then as he liits them for to turn, 
That mult they do without ſojourn ; 
Some to exalt in dignity. i 
And ſometime Lords to bind in cords, . 
And them ell utterly deſtroy. 
As pleaſeth God that noble Roy: 
For thou art but an inſtrument. 

Of that great God Omnipote nt. 


of Sir David Lindſay, 
go when it pleaſeth thine excellence, 5 _ 
Thy grace ſhall make me recompence, ſets © 
Or he ſhall cauſe me ſtand content, 
Of quiet life and ſober rent, 
And take me in my latter age, 
Unto my ſimple hermitage, | 
And ſpend what mine elders have won, 
As old Ciogenes in his tun, 
Of this complaint, with mind full mcek, 
Thy grace's anſwer, fir, I ſeek. 


Nuod Lindſay ta the King. 


The complaint and public confeſſion of the king's 6Id 
hound, called Baſh, directed to Bawty, the king's beſt 
beloved dog, and his companions : .made at command 
of king James the fiſth, by Sir David Lindfay of the 
Mount, knight, alias, Lyon king of Aris. | 


| L AS! to whom ſhould I complain, 
A In mine extreme neceſſity ? 
Or to whom ſhould I make my moan ? 
In court no dog will do fer me; 
Zeleeching for ſome charity, 
To bear my ſupplication, 
To Scuddler, Lufra and Bau ty, 
Now ere the king paſs from own. 
| have followed the court fo long. 
While in good-faith, I may no mair : 
The country knows I may not gang, 
| am ſo crooked, old and fair, 
That I know not where to repair : 
For when I had authority, 
thought nie fo ſamiliar, 
I never dread neceſliry, | 
] rew the caſe that Geordy ſteel, 
Brought Bawty to the king's preſence, 
I pray God let him ne'er do well, 
vince than I got no audience ; 2 
For Bawty now gets ſuch credence, 
That he lies on the king's night-gown, 


N - | 
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When I perforce for mine offence, 
Muſt in the cloſs lye like a clown; 
For I have been ay to this hour, 
A wirrier of lamb and hog, 
A tyrant and a tuleyour,} 
A murtherer of many a dog. 
Five fowls I chas'd ont through a ſerog, 
Wherefore their mothers did me wary, 
For they were all drown'd in a bog, 
Speer at John Gordon of Pitcarry, 
Which in his houſe did bring me up, 
And uſed me to kill the deer: 
Sweet milk and meal he made me ſup, 
That trade I learned ſoon perqueer. 
All ather virtue ran arcer, 
When | began to bark and flyte : 
For there was neither monk nor frier, 
Nor wife, nor. child, but I would byre, 
When to the king the cauſe was known, 
Of mine unhappy hardineſs, 
And all the ſooth unto him ſhown, 
How every dog I did oppreſs, 
Then gave his grace command expreſs, 
I ſhould be brought to his preſence ; 
Notwithſtanding my wickedneſs, 
In court I got great audience. 
I ſhew'd my great ingratitude 
To the captain of Badyeno, 
Which in his houſe did find me ſocd, 
Two years with other hounds mo : 
But when I law that it was flo 
That I grew high into the court, 
For, his reward | wrought him wo, 
And cruelly I did him hurt. 
Jo they that gave me to the king, 
I was their morial enemy, | 
I took cure of no kind of thing, 
But to pleaſe the king's majeity ; 
But when he knew my cruelty, 
My falſhood and my plain opprefli»n, 
He gave command that 1 ſhould be 
Hanged without conſceſſion. 
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And yet becauſe that I was old, 
His grace thought pity for to hang me, 
And let me wander where I would, 
Then ſet my foes for to fang me, 

And every Butcher's dog down dang me. 
When I trow'd beſt to be a laird, | 
Then in the court each wight did wrang me; 
And this I got for my reward, 
I had wirried black Mackeſon, 

Were not the rebels came and red : 
For he was fleemed from the town, 
When once the king Jaw how I bled, 
He caus'd lay me upon a bed, 

For with knife I was miſchiev'd, 
This Mackeſon, for fear he fled, 
A long time ere he was reliey'd, 
| And Patrick Stirling in Argyle, 
I bare him backward to the ground, 
And had him flain within a while, 
| Were not the helping of an hound : 
Vet got he many a bloody wound, 
As yet his fkin will ſhow the marks, 
Find me a dog where'er ye ſound, 
Hath made ſo many bloody ſarks. 
Good brother Laceman, Lindſay's dog, 
Which e'er hath kept thy lawtie, 

And never wirried Lamb nor hog, 
Pray Lufra, Scudlar and Bawtie, 

Of me, Baſh, for to have pity, 
And provide me a portion 
In Dumfermling, where I may dree 
@ Penance for mine extortion. 

Get by their ſoliſtation, 

A letter from the King's grace, 
| That I may have collation, 
With fire and candle in the place, 

But I will live ſhort time alas! 

Lack 1 good treſh fleſh for my gams 
Between Aſh-wedneſday and Paſch, 
I muſt have leave to wirry lambs, 
Bawty, conſider well this bill, 
And every point thereof fulfil, | - 
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And read this ſchedv! that I ſend you, 
And now in time of Maſs amend you. 
I pray you that you not pretend you, 
To climb too high, nor do no wrong: 
But from your foes with right defend you 
And take example how I gang. 

I was that no man durſt come near me, 
Nor put me forth of my lodging; 

No dog durſt from my dinner ſkar me, 
When I was tender with the king, 
Now every tyk doth me down thring, 
The which before by me was wronged : 

And ſwear I ſerve no other thing, 

But in a halter to be hanged. 

Though ye be homely with the king, 
Ye Scudlar, Lufra and Eawtie, 
Beware that ye do not down thring 
Yeur neighbour through authority, 

And your example make by me; 

And believe well you are but dogs: 
Though ye ſtand in an high degree, 
See ye bite neither lambs nor logs, 
Though ye have now great andience, 
See that by you none be oppreſt, 

Ye will be puniſht ſor your offence, 
When once the king be well conteſt ; 
There is no dog that hath tranſgreſt 

Through cruelty, if he may fang him, 

His majeſty will take no reſt, 


bers Til! on a gallows he cauſe hang him. 
2 I was once as far ben as ye are, 
And hid in court ſuch audience, 
FF And ay pretended to be higher; 


But when this Excellence | 
Did kuow my falſet and offence, 
Ard my prideful preſumption. 
got no other recompence, ' | 
Hut hoy'd and hunted out of town, 

Was never ſo unkind a corſe. 
As when | had authority: 
Ot my friends I took no force, 33 ? 
1 Abe which before had done for me. 
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Of Ban: 
This proverb is of verity, _ 
Which 1 had heard read in a letter, 

The higheſt in court, neareſt the widdy, 
Except he guide him all the better, 
took no more thonght of a lord, 

Than I did of a kitchen knave, 
Though every day I make diſcord, 

] was ſet up above the lave, 

The gentle hound was to me {lave, 

And with the king's own fingers fed, 
The filly raches would Ireave, 

Thus for mine ill deeds I was dred, 
Therefore, Bawty, look beſt about, 
When thou art higheſt with the king ; 
For then thou ſtandſt ia greateſt doubt. 
Be thou not good in governing; 

Put no poor tyk from his ſteeding, 

Nor yet no ſilly raches rave, 

He firs above that ſees all thing, 

And of a knight can make a krave. 
When I came fleping ben the floor, 

All raches great room to me red; 
I of no creature took cure, 

But lay upon the king's own bed: 
With cloth of gold though it were ſpred, 
For fear each Bock would ſtand on far; 
With every dog I was ſo dred, | 
They trembled when they heard me nar ; 
Good brother, Bawty, bear thee even, 
Though with thy prince thou be potent, 
It cries a vengeance from the heaven, 
For to oppreſs the innocent: 

In wealth be thou moſt diligent, 

And do not wrong to dog nor bitch, 

As I have, which 1 now repent. 

No meſſan reave to make thee rich, ) 
Nor for augmenting of thy bounds, 

Alk no reward, fir, at the king, 

Which may do hurt to other hounds ; 
Expreſs againſt God's own bidding, 
Chaſe no poor tyk from his midding, 


Through caſt of court, nor king's requeſt : 
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76 The Contemption of 
And of thyſelf preſume nothing, 
Except thou be a brutal beaſt, 

Truſt well there is no oppreffor, 
Nor butcher's dog, drawer of blood, 
A tyrant nor a tranſgreflor, 

That ſhall now of the king get good, 
From time forth that his celſitude, 
Doth clearly know the verity, 

But he is fleem'd, for to conclude, 
Or hanged high upon a tree, 

Though ye be cupled altogether, 
With ſilk and fooles of ſilver fine. g 
A dog may come out of Balwhidder, 
And make you lead a lower train: 


Then ſhall your pleaſure turn in pine, - 
When a ſtrong hunter blows his horn, 5 0 
And all your credence make you tine, > 
Then ſhall ycur labour be forlorn. [ 
I ſay no more good friends, adieu, ” 
In dread we never met again: Sh 
That e'er I knew the court, I rew, Al 
vas never wiokr ſ well of wane. | 5 
Let no dog now ſer ve our ſovereign, * 
Except he be of good condition: H 
Be he perverſe, I'll tell you plain, - T 
He hath need of a good remifhon. M 
That I am on this wile miſchiev'd, . * 
The carl of Huntly I may warie, | 1 
He ween'd that I had been reliev'd, A 
- When to the cyurt he caus'd me carrie : | If 
Would God I were now in Pitcarrie, 
Becauſe I have been ſu ill deedy : 0 
Adieu, I dare no longer tarrie, I 
] dread I wave into a widdie, 8 4 
| Y 
A Supplication directed for Sir David Lindlay of the N 
Mount, to the king's grace in contem a pflen of ſide tails F 


and muzzled faces. 


. IR, though your prace hath put . order, 
Both in The Lighland and the border, 
Yet I make ſupplication, 
+ Tolaye ſome reformation, 


* 


Side Tails 


Of a ſmall fault -which is no areaſan. 

1 1 it be cintrary to reaſon. 

Becauſe the matter been ſo vile, 

It may not have an ornate ſtile: 

Wherefore I pray your excellence, 

To hear me with great patience: 

Of ſtinking weeds maculate, 

No man may wear a role chaplate. 

Sovereign, [ mean of theſe ſide rails, 

Which through the duſt and dubs trails, 

Three quarters long behind their heels, 

Expreſs againſt all common-weals : 

Though biſhops in their ponrificals, 

Have men to bear up their ſide tails, 

For dignity of their office ; 

Right ſo a queen, or emprice, 

Albeit they uſe ſuch gravity, . 

Couforming to their majeſty, 

Though their robes royal be upborn, 

I think it but a very ſcorn, 

That every lady of the land, 

Should have her tail ſo fide wrailand ; 

Albeit they be of high eſtate, 

The queen they may not counterfeit : 

Where*er they go it, may be ſeen, 

Huw church and cauſey they ſweep clean. 

The images into the kirk, 

May think of their ſide rails great irk ; 

For when the weather been molt fair, 

The duſt flies highe@in the air, 

And all their f ee begaric; 

If they could i der would them wary. 
To ſee 1 think: _ Gght 

Of Italy the — bright. - 7 

lu their clothing phand, 

Above all other 1 of 

Yet when they trayel me towns, 

Men ſee their ſeet — 2 gowns, 

Four inches above their aper he cls, 

Circulate above as round as wheels; 


 Wherethrough there doth no powder riſe, 


Their cir Me limbs for to ſupriſe 
* U 4 4 
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But I think moſt abuſion, $5.8 1 
To fee men of reli ion, wb 444 
To bear their rails tharough the Areet; 2 
That folks may behold their feet : ; 
I trew ſaint Bernard, nor ſaint Blaiſe, 
Caus'd never men bear up their claiſe, 
Peter nor Paul, nor faint Andrew, 
Caus'd ne'er bear up their tails I trow.” 
But I laugh belt 10 lee a nun, 
Cauſe bear her tail above-her bun, 
For nothing elſe, as I' ſuppoſe, 
But for to how her Viie white hoſe: 
In all their rules they will not find 
Who ſhould bear np therr tails behind, 
But I have moit into diſpite, 
Poor clagocks clad with raploch w- kite, 
Which have ſcarce two merks of ſees; | 
Will have two clls beceath their knees: 
Kkittock that cleekediwas yeſtreen 
The morn will counterfeit the queen. _ 

A moorland Meg that milks the yows, 3 
Clagged with clay above the hows : 
In barn or byre ſhe will not bide, 
Except her kirile tail be tide. | 
In borrows wanton burgeſs wives, ' 
Who may have fideſt rails ſtriv es, 
Well bordered with velvet fine, 
But follou ing them it is a pine, 
Ja ſummer when the ſtreets dryecs. 
They raiſe the duſt above the fü 
None may go near them they ate eaſe, 

Except they cover mouthiand e / 
From the powder to keep . Wat 
Conſider if their clovegthe eg 
Between their cleayiag ag ß bees, 
Who who would be told ies, 


Begaired with dirt an - 
It were enought to lande e, „ e | 
Of any man that ſas: ted | | 
]J think ſuc! giglots are but glalked, dh nt | 
Without profit to have ſuch pride, ung | 


Harling their clagged tails ſo fide, - Ws 
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1 would the borrowſtown bsimma had breeks, 
To keep {uch mitt f om makin's checks, 
] dread rough makin. Juljer erouth, 
When ſuch dry duſt blows in her mouth: 
think moſt pain after a rain, 
To ſee them ronked up again; 
Then when they ttep out through the ſtreet, 
Their folding flaps about their ſret x 
Their loathly Iyning ferthwith fiypeds 
That hath the muck and mid&ing. wiped: 
They waſte more dloth within tow years 
Than would cloth fifty fete of ſriers : 
When Marrion from the midding goes, 
From her morning: darg ſhe trips s the noſe, 
Ard all the day wicre? or he go, 
Such hquor ſhe Vicks vp alte, 
The tercumecs of her tail I trow 
Might be a ſupper to a ſow. 
I knew a man which {ware great oaths, 
How he did lift a Kittock's churtis, 
And would have done I know not what, 
Bt ſoon remead of love he gat: 
He thought no ſhame to make it written, 
How her ſide tail was all beſhitten. 
Of filch ſuch flowre ſtrake to bis heart 
That he behov'd for to depart. 
Said ſhe, Good hr, methink you rew, 
Said he your tails calls {uch a (ſtew, 
That by faint Bride I cannot abide it; 
You were not wile that would not kide it; 
Of tails 1 will no more endite, 
For dread ſome dudren me deſpite : + 
Notwithſtanding I will conclude, 
hat of fide tails there comes no good, 
Sider than can their hanchlets hide, 
The remanent proceeds of pride, 
And pride proceedeth of the devil: 
Thus always they proceed of evil, 
Another fault, ſir, maybe ſeen, 
They hid their face all but their een. 
When gentlemen bids them good day, 
Wirhour reverence they ſlide away: 


1 


A * . * 
n | The Contemption of 
Tat nofie way know, I you aſſure, 

An honeſt woman by an whore, 3 WI 
Except their naked face Iſ cee, | I 
They get no more good days of me- Fa 
Hailſe a French lady when ye pleale, 
She will diſcover mouth and neeſe, 
And with a humble countenance. 
With viſage bare make reverence. 
When our ladies do ride in rain, 
Should no man have them at diſdain : 
Though they be covered mouth and neeſe, 
In that caſe they none diſpleaſe, 
Nor when they go to quiet places, 
| I them excuſe to hide their faces, 
1 When they would make collation 
1 With any luſty champion : 
| Though they be hid then to the een, 5 

Ye may conſider what 1 mean. 

Bur in the church and market places, 

I think they ſhould not hide their faces: 

Fxcept theſe faults be fure amended, 

My flyting, fir, ſhall ne'er be ended. 

But would your grace my counſel take, 

A proclamation you ſhould make, 

Both in the land and Borrowſitowns, 

To ſhow their face and cut their gowns. 

None ſhouid from them exeemed be, 

Except the queen's majeſty ; 

Becauſe this matter is not fair, | 

Of rhetorick it muſt be bair. * | | | 

Women will ſay, this is bourds, 

To write ſuch vile and filthy words. 

But would they clean their filthy tails, ” 

Which o'er the mire and midding trails, 

Then ſhould my writing ended be, 
No other mends they get of me. 
The truth ſhould not be holden;gloſe, \,- 
Virtus non querit angules. ' a. 
I know good women that been Wie, 
This rural rhime will not diſpriſe, 
None will me blame, I you aſſure, 
Except a wanton glorious Whore, 


Ce 
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Kitty's C onfeſſion 


Whoſe flyting I fear not a flee, 
Farewell, ye get no more of me. 


Quoad Lindſay, in contempt of fide tails, 


That duddrons and duntibours, 
Through the dubbs trails, 


KITTYs CONFESSION. 


Compiled (as is believed) by Sir David LARRY, of the 
Mount, Knight, &c. 


The Curat? and Kittie. 


T HE Curate, Kitty would confeſs, 


Aud ſhe told on both more and leſs : : 


When ſhe was talking as ſhe wilt. 
The Curate Kitty would have kiſt; 
But yet a countenauce he bure, 
Digeſt, deyout, dain and demure; 
And yet began her to exame: 

He Was beſt at t! ”—_ after 8 


Said he, have ye any wronguous gear? 


Said ſhe, I ſtole a peck of bear. 
Said he, That ſhould reſtored be: 
Therefore deliver it to me, 

Tibby and Peter bad. me ſpeer, 

By my conſcience they ſhall it hear. 
Said he, live ye in lechery ? 

Said the. Willie Leno m——d me. 
Said he, his wife that ſhall I tell, 
Fo make quaimance with herſel, 
Said he, know ye no hereſie? 

I] know not what this is, ſaid ſhe. 
Said he, read ye no Engliſh books:! 
Said ſhe, my maſter on them looks. 
Said he, the biſhop ſhall That know; 
For | am ſwara that for to ſhow, 
Said he, . what ſaid he of the kings 
Said ſhe, of good be ſpake nothing. 


Said he, his grace of that Mall wir, 


| 1 85 he ſhall loſe his life for it. 
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When ſhe in mind did more revolve, 


Said he 1 cannot you abſolve 3 | But 
But to my chamber come at even, | An 
Abſolved for to be and ſhriven.- Ani 
Said ſhe, 1 will paſs to another, - But 
And 1 met with Sir Andrew's brother, An 
And he full cleanly did me ſurive, Fre 
But he was ſomewhat talkative; + | Sal 
He aſked many a ſtrange caſe. | Gi! 
How that my love did me embrace! | Th 
What day, how oft, what ſort, and where ? Th 
Said he, 1 would 1 had been there. Of 
He me abſolved for a plack, N It 
Though he with me no price would make, Tc 
- And meikle Latin he did mumble, If 
I heard nothing but humble mumble, Bu 
He ſhow'd me nothing of God's word, 15 Hi 
Which ſharper is than any word, . 
And deep into our hearts doth print, A 
Our ſins, wherethrough we do repent. C; 
He puts me nothing into fear, | C 


Wherethrongl 1 fond my : forbear, 


14989989. acts * 
He ſhew me no: the malediQion. D 
Of God for ſin, nor the affliction, - T 
And in this life the great miſchief | 
. Ordain'd to puniſh whore and thief; k 
He ſhew me not of the hell's pain, N 
That I might fear and vice refrain, | A 
He counlell'd me not to abſtain, ; 1 
And lead an holy life and clean : þ 
Of Chriſt's blood nothing be knew, 1 
Nor of his promiſes full true, l 
That ſaveth all that will believe, L 
That ſatan ſhall never grieve, , 
He teached me not for to traiſt, 4 
The comfort of the holy Ghaiſt; 
And bade me not to Chriſt be kind, 
To keep his law with heart and mind, 
And love and thank his great mercy. N 
From fin and hell that ſaved me, 
And love thy neighbour as myſel, 
Of this nothing he could me tell; ä 
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Kitty's Confeſſion. 83 
But gave me penance every day, AE 
An foe Maria for to ſay, 

And Fridays five no fleſh to ear, 

But butter and eggs is better meat; 

And with a plack to buy a Meſs, 

From Druken Sir John Latin Leſs. 

Said he, a plack I will cauſe Sandy 

Give thee again at handy dandy ; 

Then into pilgrimage to paſs, | 
The very way to wantonneſs. k 
Of all this penance I was glad, 

] had them all perqueer I laid : 

To mow and {wear I know the price, 

I ſhall it ſet on cinque and ſyce: 

But he my counſel could not keep, 

He made him by the fire to ſlecp, 

Then cry'd collops, beef and coals, 

Joes and ſhoes with double foals, 

Cakes and candle, greaſe and alt, 

Coorns of meal, and handfuls of malt, 

Woolen and linen warp and watt, 

Dame, keep the keys of your wool laft : | 
Though drink and ſleep made him to rave, g 
And ſo with us they play the knave, ; 
Friers ſwear by their profeſſion, 

None be ſafe without confeſſion, ; 5 
And make all men to underſtand, 

That it is God's own command ; 

Yet it is nothing but man's dream, 

The people to confound and ſhame ; 

It is nought elſe but man's law, 

Made men's minds for to knaw, 
Wherethrough they file them as.they will, 
And make their laws conform theretill, 
Sitting in men's conſcience, 

Above God*s magnificence, 

And doth the people teach. and tyſt. 
To ſerve the pope and antichriſt. 
To the great God Ormnipotent, * ; 

Confeſs thy ſins, and thee repent, _ 
And truſt in Chriſt,” as writteth Paul, 
Which ſhed his blood to fave thy ſaul. 
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E > $4 Kitty 5 Confeflion, 2 E 
WW For none can thee abſolve but He, : 
Nor take away thy ſins from thee. , 
| If of good eounſcl thou haſt need, 

| By, Or haſt not learned well thy creed, 

| 


Or wicked vices reign in thee, _ 
The which thou cauſt not mortifie. 
Or be in deſpiration,. 
And would have conſolation ;. 
Then to the preacher true thou 1 pts, | 
And ſhow thy fin and. thy treſpaſs * 

Thou needs not for to ſhow him all, 
Nor tell thy-tins both great and ſmall, 
Which is impoſſible to be, ; 
But ſhow the vice which troubleth thee * | 
And he ſhall of thy fault have roth, 
And thee inſtruct into the truth ; . 
And with the word of verity, _ 

+ Shall comfort and mall counſel thee : 

14 The ſacraments ſh:w thee at length, | 

E Thy little faith to firm ant ſtrength, | , 

| An@how thou fhunlift them 44 ys 

% And all hypocrily tefufe. 

Confeſlſion firit was ordain'd free, 

In this fort in the church to be: 

Zo to confeſs as 1 elcrive, 

Was in the church primitive, 

So was confeffion ordain'd fir ſt, 


Though * us 14 t Mmauld 12 and burſt. 
| C 
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